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AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to renoving the
requi rement that rent arrears be repaid

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 131-w of the social services |aw, as added by chap-
ter 41 of the laws of 1992, is amended to read as foll ows:

§ 131-w. Limtations in the paynent of rent arrears. [B-st+ets] Loca
social services districts shall not provide assistance to pay rent

arrears, property taxes or nortgage arrears for persons not eligible for
honme relief, aid to dependent children, energency assistance to needy
famlies with children or enmergency assistance for aged, blind and disa-
bl ed persons, except to persons who are wthout incone or resources
innediately avai l abl e to neet the enmergency need, whose gross househol d
i ncone does not exceed one hundred twenty-five percent of the federa

|ncone off|C|aI poverty Ilne [and—mhe—s+gn—a—Lepaynen%—ag#eenen%—ag#ee-

avaitable—to—a—creditor—i-naddition—toanry +ights—it—has—pursuant—to
this—chapter]. Local social services districts shall not require a
recipient to repay assistance provided to pay rent arrears. The depart-
ment shall promul gate regulations to inplenment this section which shal
anong other things, [esLabL+sh—s%anda#ds—LeL—Lhe-een%en%s—ei—#epaynank
agreerpnts—and] establish standards to ensure that assistance is
provided only in enmergency circunstances.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect inmediately and shall be deened in
effect on and after March 13, 2020 and shall apply to any assistance
provided to pay rent arrears on and after such date.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
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