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January 9, 2023

Introduced by M of A BURGOCS -- read once and referred to the Conmittee
on El ection Law

AN ACT to anmend the election law, the town | aw and the general nuni ci pal
law, in relation to prohibiting the at large election of nenbers of
the |l egislative or governing body of towns and villages, and providing
for and requiring the election of such nmenbers by wards; to anend the
general nunicipal Jlaw, in relation to directing the department of
state and the legislative task force on denographic research and reap-
portionment to assist boards of election to establish wards, authoriz-
ing towns and villages to petition for a tenporary exenption from such
requirenments, and directing the attorney-general to report on such
exenptions; and to repeal certain provisions of the town law relating
to authorizing certain towns to establish ward systens of election

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 15-130 of the election law is anended to read as
fol | ows:

8§ 15-130. Election of trustees by wards. The board of trustees of
[amy¢] every village |[aeyp—by—resolution—and sublect toamandatory
referepndum-] shall provide for the election of trustees by wards, or
alter [exsting] ward boundaries [e+—abelish—wards—andthe—-election—of
: ' ]
Separate ballot boxes or voting nachines shall be provided for each
war d.

8§ 2. Paragraph (b) of subdivision 2 of section 81 of the town law is
REPEALED.

§ 3. Section 85 of the town |aw, as anended by chapter 513 of the |aws
of 2022, is anmended to read as foll ows:

§ 85. Ward system for election of council nenbers. [i—Wierever—a

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] isoldlawto be omtted
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coupeit—rerber—+om-each—ward—the] The board of elections of the county
in which [sueh] a town is situate shall divide the town into four wards
and fix the boundaries thereof, unless a proposition shall have been
adopted to increase the nunber of council menbers fromfour to six, in
whi ch i nstance, the board of elections shall divide the town into six
wards and fix the boundaries thereof. In so dividing the town into
wards, no town election district shall be divided and no election
district thereafter created under the election | aw shall contain parts
of two or nore wards. So far as possible the division shall be so nade
that the nunmber of wvoters in each ward shall be approxi mately equal
When the board of elections shall have finally deternined the boundaries
of the wards, they shall cause a map of the town to be prepared showi ng
in detail the location of each ward and the boundaries thereof. The
original map so nmade shall be filed in the office of the town clerk and
copi es thereof shall be filed in the offices of the county clerk and the
board of elections of the county. The ward system shall be deened estab-
lished after such filing is conplete. After a ward system shall have
been so established, the termof office of every town council menber
shall termnate on the thirty-first day of Decenber next succeeding the
first biennial town election held not [ess than one hundred twenty days
after the establishnment of such ward system and at such biennial town
el ection, and every biennial town election thereafter, one resident
el ector of each ward shall be elected as council menber therefromfor a
termof two years beginning on the first day of January next succeeding
such el ecti on.

8 4. Sectlon 87 of the town | aw, as anended by chapter 513 of the | aws
of 2022, is anmended to read as foll ows:

8§ 87. Increase [e+—decrease] of nunber of council nenbers. [1i-] Wen-
ever a proposition shall have been adopted in a town [ef—het+st—slass

! ] to increase the
nunber of council nenbers fromfour to six, party nominations for town
council menbers may be nade and designating petitions filed and four
town council nmenbers shall be elected at the first biennial town
election held at |east one hundred fifty days thereafter, three for a
termof four years each and one for a termof two years and thereafter
at each biennial town election in such town there shall be elected three
town council menbers for the termof four years each, in the sane manner
as other elective town officers in such town. The termof office of each
such council nenber shall begin on the first day of January next
succeedi ng the electlon at mhlch they were el ected.
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8 5. Subdivision 13 of section 341 of the town | aw i s REPEALED.
§ 6. The general nmunicipal law is anmended by adding a new article 7-B
to read as foll ows:

ARTICLE 7-B
ELECTI ON BY WARDS | N
TOMNS AND VI LLAGES
Section 150. At large elections prohibited.
151. Establishnent of ward systens.
152. Tenporary exenption.

8§ 150. At large elections prohibited. No nenber of the governing or
legislative body of a town or village shall be elected by the electors
of such town or village at |arge.

8 151. Establishment of ward systens. 1. The board of elections of the
county shall divide each town and village into such nunber of wards as
is equal to the nunber of nenbers of the governing or leqgislative body
of such town or village; and shall fix the boundaries thereof. The divi-
sion thereof shall be so made that the nunber of eligible voters in each
ward shall be approximtely equal.

2. The departnent of state and the legislative task force on denp-
graphi c research and reapportionnment shall provide to boards of
elections any and all assistance as nay be necessary to inplenent the
provisions of this section.

3. Every ward established pursuant to this section shall be reappor-
tioned in the sane year as congressional, assenbly and senate districts
are reapportioned pursuant to section four of article three of the state
constitution.

8 152. Tenporary exenption. 1. In the event a village or town is
unable to conply with the provisions of sections one hundred fifty and
one hundred fifty-one of this article for the first general election or
first general village election occurring after Septenber first, two
thousand twenty-four, such town or village shall., not less than six
nonths prior to such election, submt an application to the departnent
of state and the departnent of law for an exenption fromthe provisions
of such sections which shall apply only to such first election. No such
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exenption shall be granted unless the application therefor is approved
jointly by the secretary of state and the attorney-general.

2. Upon the joint approval of any application subnmitted pursuant to
subdi vi sion one of this section, the secretary of state and the attor-
ney-general shall provide the village or town and the appropriate board

of elections with a notice of such exenption. Such notice shall include:
(a) the specific reasons for the granting of the exenption;
(b) atineline of actions that the town or village shall fulfill on or

bef ore the succeeding general election or general village election; and
(c) atineline of actions required to be conpleted for the election of

all nmenbers of the governing or legislative body of such town or village
during the succeeding cal endar year.

3. Every town and village., granted an exenption pursuant to this
section, shall conply with all provisions of sections one hundred fifty
and one hundred fifty-one of this article for every election which
follows such first election for which an exenption was dgranted.

4, On or before the first of April in tw thousand twenty-six, two
thousand twenty-seven and two thousand twenty-eight, the attorney-gener-
al shall subnit reports to the governor and the legislature on the towns
and villages granted exenptions pursuant to this section. Each such
report shall include the nane of the town or village, a description of
the problemin establishing wards, the population. the elected positions
involved, and the outcones of the relevant el ections.

8 7. This act shall take effect immediately and shall apply to genera
el ections and general village elections occurring after January 1, 2024.




