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Soci al Services

AN ACT to anend the social services law and the famly court act, in
relation to establishing a deadbeats nost wanted |ist and worl dw de
web page

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Article 5 of the social services law is anended by adding a
new title 10-A to read as foll ows:
TITLE 10-A
DEADBEATS MOST WANTED
Section 361. Deadbeats nobst wanted |ist.
361-a. Deadbeats nost wanted worl dwi de web page

8 361. Deadbeats npbst wanted |ist. 1. The commi ssioner of children
and famly services may disclose a "deadbeats nost wanted list" of indi-
viduals who are in arrears in their child support obligations under a
New York court order or admnistrative order. The list shall include
only those persons who are in arrears in an amount greater than five
thousand dollars (or such greater anmpunt as established by the office of
children and fanmily services). The list shall include the individual's
nanme and address, the ampount of any child support arrearage. and any
other informati on deened appropriate by the office of children and fam -
ly services.

2. At least ninety days before the disclosure under subdivision one of
this section of the nane of an individual who is in arrears in his or
her child support obligations, the conmmi ssioner of children and fanily
services shall mail a witten notice to the individual by certified mai
addressed to the individual's last known address. The notice shal
detail the anpunt of the arrearage and the office of children and fanmily
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services' intent to disclose the arrearage. If the arrearage is not paid
sixty days after the notice was delivered to the individual or the

office of <children and famly services has been notified that delivery
was refused, and the individual has not, since the mailing of the
notice, entered into a witten agreenent with the office of children and
famly services for paynent of the arrearage, the conmi ssioner of chil-
dren and famly services may disclose the individual's arrearage under
subdi vi sion one of this section.

3. An individual in arrears in his or her child support obligations
under a New York court order or admnistrative order is not subject to
di scl osure under subdivision one of this section if (a) a witten agree-
nent for paynent exists between the individual and the office of chil-
dren and famly services or (b) the arrearage is the subject of an
adnmini strative hearing., administrative review, or judicial review

4. The list shall be available for public inspection at the office of
children and fam |y services or by other nmeans of publication, including
the internet.

5. A disclosure nmade by the conmssioner of children and fanily
services in a good faith effort to conply with this section may not be
considered a violation of any confidentiality |aws.

8 361-a. Deadbeats npbst wanted worldwi de web page. The office of
children and famly services shall create and maintain or cause to be
created and nmintained one or nore worldw de web pages containing infor-
mation on selected individuals who are in arrears in their child support
obligations under a New York court order or adninistrative order. The
information regarding each of the individuals shall include the individ-
ual's nane, a photograph if available, the anount of the child support
arrearage, and any other information deened appropriate by the office of
children and famly services in its discretion. The individuals nmay be
chosen by the office of children and famly services using criteria
including, but not limted to, the anpunt of the arrearage, the effect
of inclusion of an individual upon the likelihood of the individual's
paynent of an arrearage, the notivational effect that inclusion of an
individual nmay have on the willingness of other individuals to pay their
arrearages, or the need to locate a particular individual. The office of
children and fanmly services shall neke the page or pages accessible to
internet wusers through the worldwide web. The office of children and
famly services, in its discretion, nmay change the contents of the page
or pages fromtine to tine.

Before including information on the worldw de web page concerning an
i ndi vi dual who owes past due support, the office of children and fanily
services shall provide the individual with notice and an opportunity to
be heard.

§ 2. The famly court act is anended by adding a new section 159 to
read as foll ows:

8§ 159. Child support information. The clerks of the famly courts
nay, upon request, cooperate with and supply information to counties and
municipalities wishing to create and maintain worldwi de web pages
containing information on individuals who are in arrears in their child
support obligations and have been found to be in contenpt of court as a
result of the existence of that arrearage.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have become a law. Effective i mediately the comni ssioner of
children and fam |y services shall have the authority to promulgate any
rules or regulations necessary for the inplenentation of this act prior
to such effective date.




