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STATE OF NEW YORK

483

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 9, 2023

Introduced by M of A L. ROSENTHAL, SEAVWRI GHT -- read once and referred
to the Committee on Codes

AN ACT to anend the penal law, in relation to establishing the crinmes of
cruelty to animals to threaten, intimdate or harass in the second
degree and first degree

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The penal law is amended by adding two new sections 120. 80
and 120.85 to read as foll ows:

8 120.80 Cruelty to animals to threaten, intimdate or harass in the
second degree.

1. A person is guilty of cruelty to animals to threaten, intinidate or
harass in the second degree when he or she intentionally injures or
kills, with no justifiable purpose, any conpanion aninmal with the intent
to threaten, intinmdate, or harass a fanmly or household nenber who he
or she knows or should have known owned, possessed, |eased. kept., or
hel d such conpani on _ani nal

2. For purposes of this section:

(a) "Family or household nmenber" shall have the sane neaning as subdi -
vision two of section four hundred fifty-nine-a of the social services
| aw.

(b) "Conpanion aninmal" shall have the sane neaning as subdivision five
of section three hundred fifty of the agriculture and markets | aw.

Cruelty to animals to threaten, intimdate or harass in the second
degree is a class D felony.

8 120.85 Cruelty to animals to threaten, intimdate or harass in the
first degree.

1. A person is guilty of cruelty to animals to threaten, intinidate or
harass in the first degree when he or she intentionally injures or
kKills, with no justifiable purpose and in the presence of a mnor child,
any conpanion animal with the intent to threaten, intimdate, or harass
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a famly or household nenber who he or she knows or should have known
owned, possessed, |leased, kept, or held such conpanion aninal.

2. For purposes of this section:

(a) "Famly or household nenber" shall have the sane neaning as subdi -
vision two of section four hundred fifty-nine-a of the social services
| aw.

(b) "Conpanion aninael" shall have the sanme neaning as subdivision five
of section three hundred fifty of the agriculture and narkets | aw.

(c) "Mnor child" neans an individual under the age of eighteen.

(d) "Presence of a minor child" shall nmean in the physical presence of
a child under the age of eighteen knowi ng or having reason to know that
a child is present and may see or hear such act.

Cruelty to animals to threaten, intimdate or harass in the first
degree is a class C felony.

§ 2. This act shall take effect on the sixtieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw.




