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STATE OF NEW YORK

4551

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 16, 2023

Introduced by M of AL MLLER -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Veterans' Affairs

AN ACT to amend the executive law, in relation to creating a veterans'
cl eari nghouse for purposes of identifying veterans eligible for bene-
fits

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The executive law is anended by adding a new section 355-a
to read as foll ows:

8 355-a. Veterans' clearinghouse. 1. The divisionis hereby directed
to create and maintain a centralized database, to be known as the veter-
ans' clearinghouse, which shall <collect infornation relating to the
identification of veterans residing in the state and the state or feder-
al benefits received or available to veterans so identified.

2. The division shall enter into a nenorandum of understanding with
the United States departnent of veterans' affairs that allows for the
sharing of information relating to the identification of veterans resid-
ing in the state who are receiving or eligible for federal veterans
benefits.

3. Al departnents, divisions, bureaus, boards, commi ssions and agen-
cies of the state and political subdivisions thereof, which provide
assi stance or other benefits to individuals, when the provision of such
assistance or benefits is related to the recipient's veteran status or
mlitary experiences, shall request that such assisted persons provide
information with regard to their veteran status and mlitary experiences
and shall report such information to the division for inclusion in the
veterans' clearinghouse. Such information sharing shall be for the
pur poses of allowing the division to (a) exam ne whether any such veter-
ans are eligible for federal or state benefits, and (b) formulate poli-
cies that assist such veterans in obtaining such benefits. |ndividuals
identifying thenselves as veterans shall be advised that the division
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and local veterans' service agencies established pursuant to section
three hundred fifty-seven of this article provide assistance to veterans

regarding benefits under federal and state | aw

4. The departnents, divisions, bureaus, boards, commi ssions and agen-
cies of the state and political subdivisions thereof. which are required
to report information to the division for inclusion in the veterans
cl earinghouse pursuant to subdivision three of this section, shal
submt such a report on a quarterly basis in a form and nmanner to be
determined by the state director.

5. The departnents, divisions, bureaus, boards, commi ssions and agen-
cies of the state and political subdivisions thereof, which are required
to report information to the division for inclusion in the veterans
cl earinghouse pursuant to subdivision three of this section, shal
include, but shall not be limted to., those departnents, divisions,
bureaus, boards, conmm ssions and agencies of the state and politica
subdi vi sions thereof, which are subject to the requirenents of section
three hundred fifty-four-a of this article, and:

(a) the division of mlitary and naval affairs;

(b) local assessor units, which shall be required to report infornma-
tion regarding owners of real property who are recipients of the rea
property tax exenption provided by section four hundred fifty-eight or
four hundred fifty-eight-a of the real property tax |aw

(c) the higher education services corporation, which shall be required
to report information regarding the identity of any recipients of the
veterans' tuition award provided by section six hundred sixty-nine-a of
the education | aw

(d) the board of visitors of each state veterans' hone, which shall be
required to report information regarding the identity of residents of
each hone admitted pursuant to section twenty-six hundred thirty-two of
the public health |law, and

(e) county and city veterans' service agencies.

6. Information regarding veterans' status and mlitary service
provided by assisted persons solely to inplenent this section shall be
protected as personal confidential information under article six-A of
the public officers |aw against disclosure of confidential material, and
used only to assist in the diagnosis, treatnent, assessnent and handling
of the veteran's problens within the agency requesting such information
and in referring the veteran to the division for information and assi st -
ance with regard to benefits and entitlenents under federal and state
| aw.

7. The division shall collect and maintain information concerning such
veterans in accordance with law and the federal Health I nsurance Porta-
bility and Accountability Act of 1996 (P.L. 104-191) (H PAA). as anended
fromtine to tinme, or regulations adopted thereunder.

8. The state director shall pronulgate rules and regulations to
provide for the inplenentation of the provisions of this section.

§ 2. Section 354-a of the executive |law, as anended by chapter 602 of
the laws of 2021, is anmended to read as foll ows:

§ 354-a. Information on status of veterans receiving assistance.
Departnments, divisions, bureaus, boards, conmm ssions and agencies of the
state and political subdivisions thereof, which provide assistance,
treatnent, counseling, care, supervision or custody in service areas
involving health, nental health, famly services, crimnal justice or
enpl oynent, including but not limted to the office of addiction
services and supports, office of mental health, office of probation and
correctional alternatives, office of <children and famly services,
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office of tenporary and disability assistance, departnent of health,
departnent of l|abor, local workforce investnment boards, office for
people with developmental disabilities, and departnent of corrections
and comunity supervision, shall request assisted persons to provide
information with regard to their veteran status and mlitary experi-
ences. Individuals identifying thenselves as veterans, including indi-
vidual s requesting and obtaining a veterans notation on their driver's
license or non-driver identification card pursuant to sections four
hundred ninety and five hundred two of the vehicle and traffic |aw
shall be advised that the division of veterans' services and | oca
veterans' service agenci es established pursuant to section three hundred
fifty-seven of this article provide assistance to veterans regarding
benefits under federal and state law. Information regarding veterans
status and mlitary service provided by assisted persons solely to

inmplement this section shall be protected as personal confidential
information under article six-A of the public officers |aw against
di sclosure of confidential material, and used only to assist in the

di agnosi s, treatment, assessnent and handling of the veteran's problens
within the agency requesting such information and in referring the
veteran to the division of veterans' services for information and
assistance with regard to benefits and entitlenents under federal and
state | aw Information provided to the division pursuant to this
section shall be included in the veterans' clearinghouse established
pursuant to section three hundred fifty-five-a of this article.

§ 3. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shal
have becone a Ilaw, provided, however, that the anmendnments to section
354-a of the executive |law nade by section two of this act shall not
affect the repeal of such section and shall be deened repeal ed there-
with., Effective imediately, the addition, anendment and/or repeal of
any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenentation of this act on
its effective date are authorized to be nade and conpleted on or before
such effective date.




