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STATE OF NEW YORK

4366

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 14, 2023

Introduced by M of A STECK, TANNOUSIS -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Judiciary

AN ACT to anend the judiciary law, in relation to the tineliness of
judicial decisions

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The judiciary law is anended by adding a new section 49 to
read as foll ows:

8 49. Tinely judicial decisions. 1. A judge shall render decisions on
notions and issue non-jury verdicts in a tinely nanner.

2. Tinely is defined as being no later than nine nonths fromthe date
the parties have fully subnitted the matter for the judge's consider-
ation.

3. The failure to make a tinely decision shall be considered m scon-
duct. The clerk of the court shall refer any untinely decisions to the
comi ssion for consideration of possible discipline of the judge.

4. A judge shall not interfere with the clerk's duty to transnit such
information to the conmission. Any such interference may subject a judge
to renpval fromoffice

5. The commi ssion shall renove fromoffice any judge found to be in
violation of this section nbre than five tines, and nay issue such | ess-
er penalties as it deens appropriate for |l ess nunerous violations.

6. A judge shall be renoved fromoffice for failure to render a deci -
sion on a notion or a non-jury verdict within two years from the date
the parties have fully submtted the natter for the judge's consider-
ation.

7. Wth respect to matters currently pending before a judge which have
not been decided within the tine limt set forth in subdivision six of
this section, the judge shall have six nonths to render a tinely deci-
sion. If a decision is not rendered within such tine, all penalties set

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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forth in this statute shall apply, including the penalty prescribed in
subdi vision six of this section.

8. A judge mmy be excused fromconpliance for extraordinary circum
stances as such are deternmined by the commission or when a judge has
requested that the <chief adninistrative judge transfer the matter to
anot her judge when he or she has a good faith basis for believing he or
she cannot decide the nmatter in a tinely fashion.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect January 1, 2025.




