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STATE OF NEW YORK

4240

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 13, 2023

Introduced by M of A ODONNELL -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Governnental Operations

AN ACT to anmend the executive law, in relation to providing for awards
of attorney's fees in actions under the human rights | aw

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Subdivision 10 of section 297 of the executive law, as
anended by chapter 154 of the laws of 2022, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

10. In an action or proceeding at |aw under this section or section
two hundred ninety-eight of this article, the comm ssioner or the court
[ py—n—ts—discretion] shall award reasonable attorney's fees to any
preva|I|ng or substantlally prevalllng [paLLy——pLe¥+ded——heme¥e#T—%haL—a

secti+onr] plaintiff or conplainant. |In no case shall attorney's fees be
awarded to the division, nor shall the division be liable to a prevail-
ing or substantially prevailing party for attorney's fees, except in a
case in which the division is a party to the action or the proceeding in
the division' s capacity as an enpl oyer. Expert witness fees nay be
awarded in the sane manner as attorney's fees. In cases of enploynent
discrinmination, a respondent shall only be liable for attorney's fees
under this subdivision if +the respondent has been found liable for
haV|ng conn1tted an unlamﬁul dlscrlnlnatory practlce [Ln—e#de#—%e——#+nd

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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8§ 2. This act shall take effect'
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