O©CoO~NOUA~WNE

STATE OF NEW YORK

4224

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 13, 2023

Introduced by M of A KELLES -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Energy

AN ACT to amend the agriculture and narkets law, in relation to estab-
lishing the natural carbon sequestration research program

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The agriculture and narkets law is anended by adding a new
section 151-j to read as follows:

8 151-j. Natural carbon sequestration research program 1. There is
hereby established the natural carbon sequestration research program
The purpose of the program is to develop innovative science-based
solutions to facilitate sequestration of carbon in New York's natura
and working lands in ways that decrease total greenhouse gas em Sssions.
In developing the program the New York state college of agriculture and
life sciences as naned pursuant to section fifty-seven hundred twelve of
the education |aw shall conduct, support, and devel op technol ogi es and
nmanagenent strategies, along with verification systens to facilitate the
natural drawdown of carbon fromthe atnpsphere and storage underground.

2. Subject to available appropriations, the program shall consider,
but not be linted to, the following: stabilizing existing carbon in
the soil, increasing carbon sequestration through new practices and
cropping systens, purposefully anending the soil wth biochar and

conpost to boost total soil carbon and pronpte greenhouse gas life cycle
benefits, advancing direct air capture of carbon dioxide in farm and and
| andscapes through enhanced weathering, utilizing other innovative tech-
nol ogi es., and the synergi es between such approaches. including agrofor-
estry and reforestation to store carbon in both trees and soil while
producing ancillary benefits for working | ands. The research program
shall also denonstrate successful technologies in pilot |ocations
t hroughout the state of New York, utilize the Cornell Cooperative Exten-

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
LBD03424- 05- 3



O©Coo~NoOO~wWNE

A. 4224 2

sion system for know edge transfer, and prepare annual reports which
shall be publicly dissem nated

3. The programshall include, but not be linited to, research on the
following topics, consistent with New York state's climate goals:

(a) nmethods to sequester carbon in soils through nat ur e- based
sol utions;

(b) inprovenent or enhancenent of photosynthesis in plant life and
delivery to soil to facilitate carbon sequestration;

c) devel opnment and depl oynent of technologies to neasure nodel and
verify carbon storage in natural and working | ands;

(d) research that facilitates productive agroforestry, afforestation
and reforestation, including research that facilitates increased
nat ur e- based carbon storage in peatlands and wetl ands; and

(e) research that quantifies total greenhouse gas benefits, including
but not limted to nitrous oxide, nmethane and carbon, to assure that

there are overall greenhouse gas emi ssion benefits.
§ 2. This act shall take effect inmediately.




