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Introduced by M of A JACOBSON, EACHUS, GUNTHER, SHRESTHA, GALLAGHER
ARDI LA, BUTTENSCHON, COLTON, SHI MsKY, THI ELE, SEAWRI GHT, CLARK, DI CK-
ENS, M LLER, BRABENEC, K. BROWN, SI MON, RAGA, SANTABARBARA -- read
once and referred to the Conmittee on Corporations, Authorities and
Conmi ssions -- conmttee discharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted
as anmended and recommtted to said commttee

AN ACT to anend the public service law, in relation to the finality of
certain utility charges and the contents of utility bills

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 1 of section 41 of the public service law, as
added by chapter 713 of the laws of 1981, is anmended to read as foll ows:

1. Notwi thstanding any other provision of law, no utility corporation
or municipality [#ay] shall charge a residential custoner for gas or
electric service which was rendered nore than [sis] two nonths prior to
the mailing of the first bill to the custonmer for such service unless
the failure of the corporation or nmunicipality to bill sooner was not
due to the neglect of the corporation or municipality or was due to the
cul pable conduct of the custonmer. If the custoner renains |liable for
such service, the utility shall permt paynents to be nmade under an
i nstal |l ment paynment plan, provided, however, that the utility or munici-
pality my require pronpt paynent if the non-billing resulted fromthe
cul pabl e conduct of the custoner. Any such installnent paynment plan nay
provide for a downpayment of up to one-half of the anobunts due fromthe
customer, or three nonths average billing, whichever is |ess.

8§ 2. The public service law is anended by adding a new section 41-a to
read as foll ows:

§ 41-a. Finality of charges; non-residential custonmers. Notw thstand-
ing any other provision of law, no utility corporation or nunicipality
shall charge a non-residential custonmer for gas or electric service
whi ch was rendered nore than two nonths prior to the nmmiling of the
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first bill to the custonmer for such service unless the failure of the
corporation or municipality to bill sooner was not due to the negligence
or neglect of the corporation or nunicipality or was due to the cul pable
conduct of the custoner.

8 3. Section 44 of the public service law is anended by adding a new
subdivision 7 to read as foll ows:

7. As part of every billing, the utility corporation or nunicipality
shall provide both in graph and witten form for the prior two years of
the custoner or the prior custoners at the sane address, the nonthly
usage of the custoner, the nonthly wunit charges for usage, and the
nonthly billing charge anpunt to the custoner. This requirenent shal
apply to both residential and non-residential custoners.

8 4. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date upon which it shall have becone a | aw




