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AN ACT to anmend the penal law, in relation to elevating the level of
assault against donestic violence victins to assault in the second
degree

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 14 of section 120.05 of the penal |aw, as added
by chapter 268 of the |Iaws of 2016, is anended and a new subdi vi sion 15
is added to read as foll ows:

14. Wth intent to prevent or obstruct a process server, as defined in
section eighty-nine-t of the general business law, from perfornmng a
lawful duty pursuant to article three of the civil practice |aw and
rules, or intentionally, as retaliation against such a process server
for the performance of the process server's duties pursuant to such
article, including by neans of releasing or failing to control an ani nal
evincing the actor's intent that the animal prevent or obstruct the
lawful duty of the process server or as retaliation against the process
server, he or she causes physical injury to such process server[—]; or

15. Wth intent to cause physical injury to a person with whom he or
she is married, was married, was in an intimte relationship, or is in
an intimate relationship, he or she causes such injury to such person.
Factors that nmay be considered by the court in determ ning whether a
relationship is an "intimate rel ati onship” under this subdivision shal

include, but not be limted to: the nature or type of relationship
regardl ess of whether the relationship is sexual in nature or whether
such persons have lived together at any tine; the frequency of inter-

action between the persons; and the duration of the relationship.
Neither a casual acquaintance nor ordinary fraternization between two
individuals in business or social contexts shall be deened to constitute
an "intimate relationship" under this subdivision.

8 2. This act shall take effect on the first of Novenber next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a | aw.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old law to be onitted.
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