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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 2, 2023

Introduced by M of A FALL, ANDERSON -- read once and referred to the

Committee on Tourism Parks, Arts and Sports Devel opnent -- reconmit-
ted to the Committee on Tourism Parks, Arts and Sports Devel opnent in
accordance wth Assenbly Rule 3, sec. 2 -- conmittee discharged, bil

anended, ordered reprinted as anmended and reconmitted to said conmt-
tee

AN ACT to direct the departnent of econom c devel opment to conduct a
study regarding increasing public access to nuseuns in New York city

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Study. The departnent of econom c devel opnment, in conjunc-
tion with the enpire state devel opnent corporation, the departnent of
education, the office of parks, recreation and historic preservation
the departnent of environmental conservation, the departnent of state,
the New York city departnent of cultural affairs, the New York city
par ks departnment, and the New York state council on the arts, is hereby
directed to conduct a conprehensive study on increasing public access to
and laws requiring free public access to nuseuns in New York city. The
nmuseuns that shall be identified in such study operate as and shal
include, but not be limted to the Aneri can Museum of Natural History,
Br ookl yn Bot ani ¢ Garden, Brooklyn Acadeny of Misic, Brooklyn Children's
Museum Brooklyn Museum Miseum of the Gty of New York, New York Botan-
ical Garden, New York Hall of Science, Staten |Island Museum Staten
I sl and Zoo, the Metropolitan Mseum of Art, Wwe Hill, Bronx Zoo
Central Park Zoo, New York Aquarium Prospect Park Zoo, and Queens Flor-
ham Park Zoo. Such study shall include, but not be Iinmted to:

1. Taking a census of such nuseuns as at the end of the fiscal year
2018, including information on the size, including but not Ilimted to
total land area, square footage and nurmber of buildings, history of
general operating expenses, history of nunicipal operating, rent actual-
ly paid or the value of the rent forgiven, hours of operation, visitor
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statistics, including attendance figures calculated using tickets
presented to cashiers and reported as conplinentary, full fare or
di scounted, and individuals exenpted from paying fees such as students,
professors and teachers, mlitary or persons with disabilities, zip
codes of visitors, identification of the 2018 dollar benefits from
taxpayer dollars fromcity and state agency budgets, and description of
terms of free rent.

2. ldentifying the narket value of each museumi s 2018 investnment and
restricted and unrestricted endowrent portfolios.

3. Providing information, including but not limted to, the provisions
of controlling |aws and contracts pertaining to such nmuseuns' initial or
anended incorporating purpose and obligation to provide free admni ssion
and/or instruction, |aws appropriating public funds for operating or
capital costs, as well as offering opinions to informthe |egislature as
to whether such nmuseuns' policies and practices are in conpliance with
controlling laws and contracts and how to increase public access to such
museuns and the continued accessibility and availability to all New
Yorkers in consideration for their financial support of such nuseuns,
and to craft a reporting systemthat ensures effective and answerable
oversight of such nuseuns' conpliance with statutes, codes, |aws and
conpl yi ng agreenents.

8§ 2. Report. A report of the findings of such study, opinions, and
recomrendati ons, shall be filed with the governor, the tenporary presi-
dent of the senate, and the speaker of the assenbly no later than one
year after the effective date of this act.

8 3. This act shall take effect inmediately.



