OCOO~NOUIRAWNPEF

STATE OF NEW YORK

2355

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 25, 2023

Introduced by M of A VANEL -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Codes

AN ACT to anmend the penal law, in relation to making the possession of
certain anpunts of a controlled substance a violation

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 220.03 of the penal I|aw, as anended by section 4 of
part | of chapter 57 of the laws of 2015, the opening paragraph as
anended by chapter 433 of the laws of 2021, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

§ 220. 03 [ G—nal] Unl awful possession of a controlled substance [+
the—seventh—degrees] .

A person is guilty of [ermnal] Unlawful possession of a controlled
subst ance [ iw—the—seventh—degree] when he or she knowingly and unlaw
fully possesses a controlled substance; provided, however, that it shal
not be a violation of this section when a person possesses a residua
amount of a controlled substance and that residual anpbunt is in or on a
hypoderm ¢ syringe or hypodernic needle; nor shall it be a violation of
this section when a person's unlawful possession of a controlled
substance is discovered as a result of seeking inmediate health care as
defined in paragraph (b) of subdivision three of section 220.78 of this
article, for either another person or himor herself because such person
is experiencing a drug or alcohol overdose or other life threatening
medi cal enmergency as defined in paragraph (a) of subdivision three of
section 220.78 of this article.

[ G——+ral] Unlawful possession of a controlled substance [in—the
seventh—degree] is a [ elass—A—i-sdenpanor]| violation.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shal
have becone a | aw.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be onmtted
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