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STATE OF NEW YORK

2337--A

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 25, 2023

Introduced by M of A ODONNELL -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Education -- commttee discharged, bill anmended, ordered
reprinted as anended and recomritted to said committee

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to requiring library
nmedi a specialists for schools

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 275 of the education lawis anended to read as
fol | ows:

8§ 275. [Lbrarians] Library nedia specialists of school libraries. 1.
In a school district nmaintaining an academ c departnent or elenentary,
internediate, mddle, junior high, or senior high school the board of
education [mey] shall enploy, and fix the conpensation of, a person to

act as school [H-braran—vwho—rpy—heengageditor—allora part—otthe

the—said—boeard] library nedia specialist wthin three years of the
effective date of the chapter of two thousand twenty-three that anended
this section. The person so enployed, who may be the librarian of the
free library, shall be possessed of the qualifications prescribed by the
conmi ssi oner [ ef—education]. In all other districts the trustees or
board of education [#s=¢] shall appoint a conpetent person to act as
[ Hbrarian] library nedia specialist. In case of a failure of a city or
union free school district maintaining an academ ¢ departnment or [ high]
school to enploy a [Hb+rarian] library nedia specialist as above
provi ded, the teacher of English in such school shall be the [H-brarar]
library nedia specialist. In case of a failure to appoint a [H-braranr]
library nmedia specialist in any other district, the teacher, or if there
be nore than one teacher the principal teacher, shall act as [H-brarian]
library nmedia specialist. The trustees or board of education shal
report to the conmm ssioner [ef—edusation] the nane and address of the
person enpl oyed or appointed as [H-brarian] library nedia specialist.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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2. Enploynent of certified school library nedia specialists shall be
in accordance with the foll ow ng standards:

(a) In each school wth an enrollnent of not nore than one hundred
students, a certified school |library nedia specialist shall be enployed
as fifteen-hundredths of a full-tinme equivalent staff nmenber;

(b) In each school with an enrollnent of npbre than one hundred but not
nore than three hundred students, a certified school library nedia
specialist shall be enployed as three-tenths of a full-time equivalent
staff nenber;

(c) In each elenentary or secondary school with an enrollnent of nore
than three hundred but not nore than five hundred students, a certified
school library nedia specialist shall be enployed as one-half of a full-
tinme equivalent staff nenber;

(d) In each school wth an enrollnment of nore than five hundred
students, a certified school library nedia specialist shall be enployed
as a full-tine equivalent staff nenber;

(e) In each school wth an enrollnent of nore than one thousand
students but not nore than two thousand students, a certified schoo
library nmedia specialist and a support staff person shall be enpl oyed as
full-tinme equivalent staff nenbers;

(f) (i) In each school with an enrollnent of at |east two thousand
students, two certified school library nedia specialists and two support
staff persons shall be enployed as full-tine equivalent staff nenbers;

(ii) An additional full-tinme equivalent staff nenber shall be enpl oyed
as a support staff person for each additional one thousand students
enrolled in a school

3. The conm ssioner may, upon application by a school district, waive
the applicability of the provisions of subdivisions one and two of this
section for up to two years, if such application denonstrates the school
is within a designated shortage area for certified school library nedia
specialists, and such application denpnstrates that such school has a
two-year plan to be in conpliance with the provisions of this section
however, no such waiver shall be granted for nore than two consecutive
school years.

8§ 2. Subdivision 2 of section 711 of the education |aw, as amended by
section 2 of part A-1 of chapter 58 of the |aws of 2011, is anended to
read as foll ows:

2. School library materials, for the purposes of this article shal
mean both audio/visual materials and printed materials that may or nay
not require nmagnification which neet all of the following criteria: (1)
materials which are catalogued and processed as part of the schoo
library or nedia center for use by elenentary and/or secondary schoo
children and teachers; (2) materials which with reasonable care and use
may be expected to last nore than one year; and (3) materials which
woul d not be eligible for aid pursuant to sections seven hundred one and
seven hundred fifty-one of this title. School library nmaterials neeting
these criteria may include (i) hard cover and paperback books, period-
icals, that s, publications which appear at regular intervals of |ess
than one year on a continuing basis for an indefinite period, docunents
ot her than books, panphlets, nusical scores, other printed and publi shed
materials, and (ii) for school year nineteen hundred ei ghty-six--eight-
y-seven and thereafter, audio/visual materials including films, film
strips, mcro-film sound recordings, processed slides, transparencies,
ki nescopes, video tapes, naps, charts, globes, pictorial works, includ-
ing pictures and picture sets, reproductions, photographs, graphic
wor ks, [and] any other audio/visual materials of a simlar nature nade,_
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and any

audi o/ vi sual

3

online or electronic materials needed for nedia

literacy

prograns.

§ 3.

This act shall

take effect on the first of July next succeeding

the date on which it shall have beconme a | aw.



