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STATE OF NEW YORK

1164--A

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 13, 2023

Introduced by M of A JACOBSON, FAHY, DI CKENS, AUBRY, EACHUS -- read
once and referred to the Conmttee on Education -- conm ttee
di scharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anended and recommitted
to said committee

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to high school diplom
requirements

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 305 of the education |law is amended by adding a new
subdi vision 60 to read as foll ows:

60. a. Notwithstanding any provision of lawto the contrary, the
commi ssioner shall pronmulgate rules and regulations to require as a
condition of awarding a high school diplonma to a student, the parent or
guardi an of such student or, if the student is eighteen years of age or
older or legally enmancipated, such student, to conply with one of the
fol |l owi ng:

(i) conplete and subnmit the free application for federal student aid
(EAFSA) for such student; or

(ii) conplete a waiver form created by the departnent, to be filed
with the student's school district indicating that the parent or guardi -
an or, if the student is eighteen years of age or older or legally enman-
cipated, the student, understands what the FAFSA is and has chosen not
to file an application pursuant to the provisions of subparagraph (i) of
this paragraph.

b. Each school district shall be required to report to the conmm ssion-
er, onthe first of July of each year:

(i) the total nunber of conpleted FAFSAs pursuant to subparagraph (i)
of paragraph a of this subdivision for the prior academ c year;

(ii) the total nunber of conpleted waiver forns pursuant to subpara-
gr aph (ii) of paragraph a of this subdivision for the prior academc

vear .
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(iii) the total nunber of senior year students in the prior acadenic
year: and

(iv) the anticipated nunber of senior year students in the com ng
acadeni c year.

c. Notwi thstanding any provision of lawto the contrary, the conm s-

sioner shall pronmulgate rules and requlations to require each schoo
district with at [ east one high school to provide each eligible high
school student and, iif applicable, his or her parent or gquardian any

support or assistance necessary for conpliance with the rules and regu-
lations pronul gated pursuant to paragraph a of this subdivision.

d. The commi ssioner shall be required to create a uniformwaiver form
described in subparagraph (ii) of paragraph a of this subdivision. Such
form shall be made available in the twelve nbst commbn non-Engli sh
| anguages spoken by limted-English proficient individuals in the state,
based on the data in the nost recent Anerican Conmunity Survey published
by the United States Census Bureau. The comm ssioner may, in his or her
discretion, offer such formin up to four additional |anguages beyond

the twelve nost common | anguages. Such form shall be distributed in
English and any additional |anguages requested by a school district to
each school district in this state. School districts shall be required

to use the waiver formdescribed in this paragraph when conplying with
the provisions of this subdivision and shall not be permtted to create
their own versions of such form

e. The conm ssioner shall promulgate rules and regulations requiring
each high school to give notice, no less than four tinmes during each
school year for high school seniors and no less than two tines during
each school year for high school juniors, with an explanation to each
senior or junior vyear student of the state-sponsored schol arships,
financial aid and assistance available to students attending college or
post - secondary educati on.

§ 2. This act shall take effect on the first of July, two years after
the date on which it shall have becone a |aw. Effective imediately, the
addi tion, amendnent and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary
for the inplenentation of this act on its effective date are authorized
to be made and conpl eted on or before such effective date.




