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Introduced by M of A  PEOPLES-STCKES, STECK, WALLACE, DINONTZ --
Mul ti-Sponsored by -- M of A THELE -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Hi gher Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to requiring public and
private colleges and universities to provide all incom ng and current
students with information about depression and suicide prevention and
resources available to them on canpus

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative intent. The legislature hereby finds and
declares that there is a need to address the grow ng nunber of students
at the collegiate I evel who are suffering from psychiatric stressors
that may Jlead to suicide. The legislature further recognizes that such
psychiatric stressors also contribute to difficulties in learning and
success on the collegiate level. Early detection and identification of
at-risk individuals nmay not only prevent suicide, but nmay also allow
such other students suffering from psychiatric stressors to get the
support needed to be successful in their acaden c endeavors. The support
necessary to achieve these goals may often require collaborati on between
coll ege officials and parents and/or guardians in such a manner as to be
consistent with the needs of each student.

Therefore, to achieve the above-stated goals, the |egislature hereby
finds and declares that every college within the state shall establish a
sui ci de prevention program

8 2. The education law is anended by adding a new section 6438-b to
read as foll ows:

8 6438-b. The collegiate suicide prevention program 1. The trustees
or governing board of each college shall informincom ng students about
sui cide prevention neasures through prograns which may include work-
shops, semnars, discussion groups, and film presentations, in order to
disseminate informati on about pressures and matters that may place a
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person at risk of suicide, pronote discussion, encourage reporting of
persons at risk of suicide, and facilitate prevention of such incidents.

Such information shall include, but not be linted to:

a. the nental health services available to students,

b. howto identify an at risk person,

c. the procedures in effect at the college for dealing with attenpted
sui ci de

d. the availability of counseling and other support services for
persons at risk and those affected by suicide,

e. the nature of and commpbn circunstances relating to suicide on
col | ege canpuses, and

f. the nethods the college enploys to support at risk students.

2. Pursuant to the requirenents set forth in subdivision one of this
section, each college shall file a report annually on its conpliance of
such programw th the conm ssioner.

3. If the trustees or other governing board of a college fails to file
the rules and requlations within the tine required by this section such
college shall not be eligible to receive any state aid or assistance
until such rules and regulations are duly fil ed.

4. a. The president or chief admnistrative officer of each college,
except those independent colleges ineligible to receive state aid under
section sixty-four hundred one of this title, which nmaintains a canpus
and is chartered by the regents or incorporated by special act of the
|l egislature shall appoint an advisory conmmttee on nental health.

b. Such commttee shall consist of a mninumof six nenbers., one indi-
vidual shall be a professional in the area of nental health, at |east
one nenber shall be an enployee of the canpus based nedical facility,
two nenbers of the committee shall be appointed froma list of students
that are participants in the student governance organi zation on such
canpus, and at |east two nenbers shall be appointed from a list of
faculty nenbers. Al appointnents shall be made by the president or
chief admnistrative officer of the coll ege.

c. The conmittee shall review current canpus nental health policies
and procedures and nake reconmmendations for their inprovenent. It shal
specifically review current policies and procedures (1) for educating
the canpus comunity, including nental health and nedical personnel and
those persons who advise or supervise students, about nental health
issues pursuant to subdivision one of this section, (2) for educating
the canpus conmunity about nental health issues and suicide prevention
(3) for reporting persons in crisis and dealing with persons in need,
(4) for referring individuals in crisis to appropriate professionals,
(5) for counseling individuals, and (6) for responding to inquiries from
concerned persons.

d. The conmmittee shall report, in witing, to the college president or
chief adnministrative officer on its findings and recommendati ons at
| east once each acadenic year, and such report shall be available upon
request .

5. Any health care professional who is enployed by, or affiliated with
the college, and who through their enploynment is in a position to iden-
tify a student who is potentially at risk for suicide, is hereby
required to report such belief to the college president or chief adnin-
istrative officer. The college president or chief administrative officer
of the college nmay., after consultation with nental health professionals,
notify the parents or guardians of such student as to the concern of
such student's nental well being.
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§ 3. This act shall take effect on the first of July next succeedi ng
the date on which it shall have become a |law. Effective i mediately, the
addi tion, amendnent and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary
for the inplenentation of this act on its effective date are authorized
to be made and conpl eted on or before such effective date.



