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STATE OF NEW YORK

10677

| N ASSEMBLY

August 28, 2024

Introduced by M of A SANTABARBARA -- read once and referred to the
Conmittee on Health

AN ACT to anmend the public health law, in relation to requiring a certi-
fied copy or certified transcript of a birth record, death record
certificate of marriage, or certificate of dissolution of marriage to
be issued to the child, grandchild, or great-grandchild of a deceased
person upon request

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 2 of section 4173 of the public health law, as
anended by section 30 of part L of chapter 56 of the laws of 2015, is
amended to read as foll ows:

2. Acertified copy or certified transcript of a birth record shall be
i ssued only upon order of a court of conpetent jurisdiction or upon a
specific request therefor by the person, if eighteen years of age or
nmore, or by a parent or other lawful representative of the person to
whom the record of birth relates including an authorized representative
of the office of children and fam |y services or a | ocal social services
district if the person is in the care and custody or custody and guardi -
anship of such entity. A certified copy or certified transcript of a
birth record of a deceased person shall be issued only upon order of a
court of conpetent jurisdiction, or upon a specific request therefor by
a parent, lawful representative, child, grandchild, or great-grandchild
of such deceased person to whom such record of birth relates.

8 2. Paragraphs (a), (b) and (g) of subdivision 1 of section 4174 of
the public health Ilaw, paragraph (a) as anended by chapter 15 of the
| aws of 2024, paragraph (b) as anended by section 31 of part L of chap-
ter 56 of the | aws of 2015, and paragraph (g) as anended by chapter 396
of the laws of 1989, are amended and a new paragraph (h) is added to
read as foll ows:

(a) wupon request, issue to any applicant either a certified copy or a
certified transcript of the record of any death registered under the
provisions of this chapter (1) when a docunented nedi cal need has been
denmonstrated, (2) when a docunented need to establish a legal right or
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claim has been denponstrated, (3) when needed for nedical or scientific
research approved by the conm ssioner, (4) when needed for statistical
or epidem ol ogical purposes approved by the comm ssioner, (5) upon
specific request by nunicipal, state or federal agencies for statistica

or official purposes, (6) wupon specific request of the agent charged
with controlling disposition of a decedent's remains, as designated
pursuant to subdivision three of section four thousand two hundred one
of this chapter, spouse, donestic partners as defined in paragraph (c)
of subdivision one of section four thousand two hundred one of this
chapter, children, grandchildren, great-grandchildren, siblings, or[+]

parents of the deceased or the lawful representative of such persons, or
(7) pursuant to the order of a court of conpetent jurisdiction on a
showi ng of necessity; except no certified copy or certified transcript
of a death record shall be subject to disclosure under article six of
the public officers |aw,

(b) issue certified copies or certified transcripts of birth certif-
icates only (1) upon order of a court of conpetent jurisdiction, or (2)
upon specific request therefor by the person, if eighteen years of age
or nore, or by a parent or other lawful representative of the person, to
whom the record of birth relates including authorized representatives of
a local social services district if the person is in the care and custo-
dy or custody and guardi anship of such district, or (3) in the case of a
certified copy or certified transcript of a birth certificate of a
deceased person, upon specific request therefor by a parent or other
lawful representative, child, grandchild, or great-grandchild of such
deceased person to whom such record of birth relates, or (4) upon
specific request therefor by a departnment of a state or the federa
governnent of the United States;

(g) upon request of a board of elections, issue certification of
deat h[ -] ._

(h) upon request of the child, grandchild, or great-grandchild of a
deceased person, issue a certified copy or certified transcript of a
certificate of marriage to which such deceased person was a party.

8§ 3. Section 4139 of the public health [aw is anmended by addi ng a new
subdi vision 5-a to read as foll ows:

5-a. \Were both parties to a certificate of dissolution of a marriage

are deceased, the conmi ssioner shall issue such certificate, upon
request, to a child, grandchild, or great-grandchild of either such
party.

8 4. This act shall take effect imediately.



