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STATE OF NEW YORK

10611

| N ASSEMBLY

June 20, 2024

Introduced by COWM TTEE ON RULES -- (at request of M of A Santabar-
bara) -- read once and referred to the Cormittee on Energy

AN ACT to anmend the public authorities law, in relation to establishing
the "go green schools act" to assist schools in converting to renewa-
bl e energy systens as a prinmary source of energy

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "go green schools act".
§ 2. Article 8 of the public authorities lawis amended by adding a
newtitle 9-D to read as foll ows:
TITLE 9-D
GO GREEN SCHOOLS ACT

Section 1920. Definitions.
1921. Mappi ng.
1922. Study.
1923. Reporting.

8 1920. Definitions. For the purposes of this title:

(a) "authority" shall have the sanme neaning as set forth in subdivi-
sion two of section eighteen hundred fifty-one of this article; and

(b) "renewabl e energy systens" shall have the sane nmeaning as defined
in section sixty-six-p of the public service |aw

§ 1921. WMapping. 1. The authority shall develop a mapping tool to
provide to schools to assist such schools in converting to renewable
energy systens as a primary source of enerqgy.

2. The mapping tool shall be posted pronmnently and publicly on the
authority's website and shall include the follow ng features:

(a) provide sufficient infornmati on and gui dance to schools to conpre-
hensively evaluate what type or types of renewable energy systens wll
be the npst cost effective option for neeting the energy needs of each
school in the state; and

(b) renewable energy system siting infornmation, such as: |and use
cover data; disadvantaged communities; brownfields; previously disturbed
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LBD14229-03-4



O©Coo~NoOO~wWNE

A. 10611 2

and devel oped sites including but not limted to |arge rooftops, parking
lots, and landfills; agricultural soils and agricultural districts:;

forests; wetlands, floodplains, and waterbodies; historic, cultural, and
archaeol ogi cal resources; public parks, preserves and recreationa
resources; conserved and protected lands; hosting capacity; distrib-
ution, and transmission lines; and topography as relevant to siting
renewabl e energy systens.

3. The authority shall conplete and post the mapping tool on its
website on or before Decenber thirty-first, two thousand twenty-six.

8§ 1922. Study. 1. The authority, within twelve nonths of the effective
date of this title, shall conduct a study of the financial feasibility
and sustainability of converting each public school district to renewa-
ble energy as a primary source of enerqgy.

2. Such study shall include, but not be linmted to:

(a) the ability of each school district to safely house its own inde-

pendent energy harnessing source and store the energy harnessed, includ-

ing the use of nearby structures to create |local storage battery facili-
ties nearby:

(b) the ability to plug schools that are not connected to a renewable
energy source into existing renewable energy sources, including but not
limted to solar farnms, hydrogen energy plants, wind farns, geothernal
and other renewable energy sources, as approved by the authority, that

are nearby;
(c) the creation of mcrogrids to connect school districts to loca

renewabl e energy sources, and the cost to upkeep such mcrogrids; and

(d) recomendations regarding the npst feasible renewable energy
sources for converting public school districts to renewable enerqgy.
including the nost cost-effective routes to connect schools with such
renewabl e energy sources.

8 1923. Reporting. 1. (a) The authority, no later than three nonths
following the conpletion of the nmapping required pursuant to section
ni net een hundred twenty-one of this title and the study required pursu-
ant to section nineteen hundred twenty-two of this title, shall submt a
report to the governor, the tenporary president of the senate, and the
speaker of the assenbly, containing the results of such nmapping and the
findings of such study.

(b) The report required pursuant to paragraph (a) of this subdivision
shall include, but not be limted to:

(i) recommendations for the npost efficient ways to convert schools to
renewabl e energy systens; and

(ii) recommendations for financial savings prograns to incentivize
school districts to convert to renewabl e energy systens.

2. The authority, no later than twelve nonths followi ng the conpletion
of the mapping required pursuant to section nineteen hundred twenty-one
of this title and the study required pursuant to section nineteen
hundred twenty-two of this title, shall submt a second report to the
governor, the tenporary president of the senate, and the speaker of the

assenbly, containing projections regarding the sustainability and upkeep

costs of the renewable energy projects recommended in the first report
requi red pursuant to subdivision one of this section.

8 3. Section 1854 of the public authorities law is anended by adding a
new subdivision 9 to read as foll ows:

9. To devel op and provide a mapping tool and assistance to each public
school district in converting to renewable energy sources as a prinary
source of energy pursuant to title nine-D of this article.

8 4. This act shall take effect imediately.




