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STATE OF NEW YORK

10116

| N ASSEMBLY

May 6, 2024

Introduced by M of A WOERNER -- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Education

AN ACT to anmend the education law, in relation to protecting students
from harassnent and bullying by school board menbers and school trus-
t ees

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivisions 1 and 2 of section 11 of the education |aw, as
added by chapter 482 of the laws of 2010, are anended to read as
fol | ows:

1. "School property" shall mean in or within any building, structure,
athletic playing field, playground, parking lot, or land contained wth-
in the real property boundary |line of a public elenentary or secondary
school; or in or on a school bus, as defined in section one hundred
forty-two of +the vehicle and traffic law_or in or within a school
adm ni strative buil ding.

2. "School function" shall nean a school-sponsored extra-curricular
event or activity, or a school board or trustee neeting.

8§ 2. Subdivision 1 of section 12 of the education |aw, as anended by
chapter 102 of the laws of 2012, is anended to read as follows:

1. No student shall be subjected to harassnment or bullying by enploy-
ees, school board nenbers, school trustees, or students on school prop-
erty or at a school function; nor shall any student be subjected to
discrimnation based on a person's actual or perceived race, color
wei ght, national origin, ethnic group, religion, religious practice,
disability, sexual orientation, gender, or sex by school enployees,
school board nenbers, school trustees, or students on school property or
at a school function. Nothing in this subdivision shall be construed to
prohibit a denial of admssion into, or exclusion from a course of
i nstruction based on a person's gender that would be perm ssible under
section thirty-tw hundred one-a or paragraph (a) of subdivision two of
section twenty-eight hundred fifty-four of this chapter and title I X of
the Education Amendments of 1972 (20 U.S.C. section 1681, et. seq.), or
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to prohibit, as discrimnation based on disability, actions that would
be perm ssible under section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.

8 3. Subdivision 1 of section 13 of the education |aw is amended by
addi ng a new paragraph mto read as foll ows:

m devel op such policies, procedures and guidelines to prevent
students frombeing bullied, harassed or discrimnated against by schoaol
board nmenbers and school trustees;

8 4. Section 16 of the education | aw, as anended by chapter 102 of the
| aws of 2012, is anended to read as foll ows:

8§ 16. Protection of people who report harassment, bullying or discrim
ination. Any person having reasonable cause to suspect that a student
has been subjected to harassnment, bullying or discrimnation, by an
enpl oyee, school board nenber, school trustee or student, on schoo
grounds or at a school function, who, acting reasonably and in good
faith, reports such information to school officials, to the commi ssioner
or to law enforcenent authorities, acts in conpliance with paragraph e
or i of subdivision one of section thirteen of this article, or other-
wise initiates, testifies, participates or assists in any formal or
i nformal proceedings under this article, shall have imunity from any
civil liability that wmay arise fromthe naking of such report or from
initiating, testifying, participating or assisting in such formal or
informal proceedings, and no school district or enployee shall take,
request or cause a retaliatory action against any such person who,
acting reasonably and in good faith, either nmakes such a report or
initiates, testifies, participates or assists in such formal or inforna
pr oceedi ngs.

8 5. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw.




