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STATE OF NEW YORK

9794
May 30, 2024
Introduced by Sen. MANNION -- (at request of the State Board of
El ections) -- read twice and ordered printed, and when printed to be

committed to the Committee on El ections

AN ACT to anend the election law, in relation to voters requiring
assi stance due to disability

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 8-306 of the election | aw, paragraph (c) of subdi-
vi sion 2 and subdivision 9 as anended by chapter 9 of the laws of 1978,
subdivision 3 as anended by section 10 of part XX of chapter 55 of the
| aws of 2019, and subdivisions 4 and 7 as anended by chapter 647 of the
|l aws of 1982, is anmended to read as foll ows:

8§ 8-306. \Voters; assistance to. 1. A voter who [states—unrder—oath—te
the—board—ofinspectors—that—hereguites] requests assistance [say] due

to blindness, disability, or inability to read or wite shall be

assisted in the manner and subject to the conditions and requirenents
provided for in this section.

2. [Arbeg#d—9L—+ﬂspee%e#s—eL—eLee%Leﬂ—sha##—ass#s%—an¥—¥e%e#+

a ALO) a Q

3-] Any voter who requires assistance to vote by reason of blindness,
disability or inability to read or wite nmay be given assistance by a
person of the voter's choice, other than the voter's enployer or agent
of the enployer or officer or agent of the voter's union. A voter [enti—
ted—to—assistance—h—voting] who requests assistance to vote who does
not select a particular person may be assisted by two election inspec-
tors not of the sanme political faith. The inspectors or person assisting
a voter shall enter the voting machine or booth with the voter, help the

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
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voter in the preparation of the voter's ballot and, if necessary, in the
return of the voted ballot to the inspectors for deposit in the ball ot
box. The inspectors shall enter in the space provided for such voter in
the conputer generated registration list, the name of each officer or
person rendering such assi stance.

[4-] 3. An election officer or other person assisting a voter shal
not in any manner request or seek to persuade or induce the assisted
voter to vote any particular ticket, or for any particular candi date, or
for or against any particular ballot proposal, and shall not keep or
make any nenorandum or entry of anything occurring within the voting
booth and shall not, directly or indirectly, reveal to any other person
the nanme of any candi date voted for by such voter, or which ticket [he]
such voter has voted, except when required pursuant to law to give
testinobny as to such matter in a judicial proceeding.

[5~<] 4. A person other than an inspector, who assists a voter in
voting, shall nake an oath before entering the booth that [he] such
person "will not in any nmanner request, or seek to persuade or induce
the voter to vote any particular ticket or for any particul ar candi date,
and that [he] such person will not keep or nake any nenorandumor entry
of anything occurring within the booth, and that [he] such person will
not, directly or indirectly, reveal to any person the name of any candi-
date voted for by the voter, or which ticket [he] such voter had voted
or anything occurring within the voting booth, except when required
pursuant to lawto give testinmony as to such a matter in a judicial
proceedi ng. "

L& - o : : :

+~] 5. For the instruction of voters, there may be so far as practica-
ble, in each polling place, a nechanically operated nodel of a portion
of the face of the voting machine. Such nodel, if furnished, shall be
|l ocated during the election on the inspectors' table or in sone other
place which the voters nmust pass to reach the machine. Each voter,

before entering the machine, shall, upon request, be instructed regard-
ing its operation and such instruction illustrated on the nodel and the
voter given opportunity personally to operate the npdel. The voter's

attention shall also be called to the facsinmle ballot so that the voter
can beconme famliar with the location of the ballot proposals, if any,
and the location of the respective offices to be filled at the el ection.
If any voter, after entering the voting nachine booth and before the
cl osing of such booth, shall ask for further instructions concerning the
manner of voting, two inspectors of opposite political faith shall give
such instructions to [k such voter. No inspector or other election
officer or other person instructing a voter, shall, in any manner,
request, suggest or seek to persuade or induce any such voter to vote
any particular ticket, or for any particular candidate or for or against
any particular ballot proposal. After giving such instructions, the
i nspectors shall retire and such voter shall then close the booth and
vote as in the case of an unassisted voter.

[8] 6. In no event shall an inspector or any other person enter a
voting machi ne or booth for the purpose of giving instructions to a
voter, after the voter has closed such booth, except as pernitted here-
in.

[8-] 7. Any voter requesting a sanple ballot shall be furnished one if
avail able and [he] such voter may take it away fromthe polling place.
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8 2. Subdivision 2 of section 8-304 of the election |aw, as anmended by
section 9 of part XX of chapter 55 of the laws of 2019, is anended to
read as foll ows:

2. If a person who alleges an inability to sign [hs—e+—her] such
person's name presents [hinseldf—or—herself] thenself to vote, the board
of inspectors shall permt such person to vote, unless challenged on
ot her grounds, provided the voter had been permitted to register wthout
signing the voter's nane. The board shall enter the words "Unable to
Sign" in the space on the voter's registration poll record reserved for
the voter's signature or on the line or space the conputer generated
registration list reserved for the voter's signature at such el ection.
If the voter's signature appears upon the voter's registration record or
in the conputer generated registration |ist the board shall challenge
the voter forthwith, except that if such a person clainms that [he—or
she] such person is unable to sign [his—e+—her] such person's name by
reason of a physical disability incurred since the voter's registration,
t he board[———+L——Gon¥+nGed——oi—Lhe—e*+sLenee—ei—saeh—d+sab+++%yuq shal |
permt [hBimm-o+—her] such voter to vote, shall enter the words "Unable to
Si gn" [ apd—a—bref—description—of—such—disability] in the space reserved
for the voter's signature at such election. At each subsequent el ection,
if such disability still exists, the voter shall be entitled to vote
wi thout signing their nanme and the board of inspectors, wthout further
notation, shall enter the words "Unable to Sign" in the space reserved
for the voter's signature at such el ection.

§ 3. Paragraph (e) of subdivision 2 of section 8-508 of the election
| aw, as anmended by section 11 of part XX of chapter 55 of the laws of
2019, is amended to read as foll ows:

(e) At the foot of such report or at the end of any such conputer
generated registration list, if applicable, shall be a certificate that

such report or |list contains the nanes of all persons who were chal -
| enged on the day of election, and that each voter so reported as having
been chal | enged took the oaths as required, that such report or |ist

contains the nanmes of all voters to whom such board gave [e+——atlowed]
assi stance [ and—-ststhepature—eotthedi-sabi-Hty—nhieh—reguired—such
assistance—to—be—given] and the nanes and famly relationship, if any,
to the voter of the persons by whom such assistance was rendered; that
each such assisted voter informed such board [urder—sath] that [he] such
assisted voter required such assistance and that each person rendering
such assistance took the required oath; that such report or list
contains the nanes of all voters who were pernmitted to vote although
their registration poll records were mssing; that the entries mnade by
such board are a true and accurate record of its proceedings with
respect to the persons naned in such report or I|ist.

8 4. Subdivision 4 of section 15-122 of the election |aw, as separate-
Iy anended by chapters 58 and 78 of the laws of 1984, are anended to
read as foll ows:

4. Any elector who is duly registered and who is permanently disabl ed
may nake application to the village clerk for a form which such clerk
shall supply for the purpose of providing for the mailing of absentee
bal lots to pernanently di sabl ed voters [Saeh——#oLn+—shaLL——een%a+n——an

] Upon t he f|||ng of such appllcatlon t he |nspectors of

sl iy
electlon shaII [Ln¥es%+gaLe—Lhe—Lae%s—s%aLed—Lhore+ﬁ—and—+ifsak+si+ed—as

shaLL] cause the regrstratron record of the voter, if any, to be narked
"PERMANENTLY DI SABLED'. The inspectors shall also cause to be nmarked
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" PERVANENTLY DI SABLED', the registration poll records of those voters
who are indicated as permanently disabled on the |ist of registered
voters received fromthe board of elections. Thereafter, the village
clerk shall send an absentee voter's ballot for each election to such
elector by first class mail to [his] such elector's last known address
with a request to the postal authorities not to forward such ball ot but
toreturnit in five days in the event that it cannot be delivered to
the addressee. The mailing of such ballot or ballots for each el ection
shall continue as long as the elector remains a qualified voter of the
village and unless it appears that such person has failed to return such
ballot for the last two successive general village elections. Upon the
mai | i ng of such ballot or ballots, the village clerk shall cause the
fact and the date of such nmailing to be recorded next to the nane of the
voter in the register of the village or appropriate election district.
If the inspectors of election shall determ ne that such elector is not
entitled to an absentee voter's ballot, or if they shall determ ne that
such elector is no longer entitled to receive such ballot wthout appli-
cation they shall notify such elector in witing giving [h— such elec-
tor the reason for such rejection or decision.
8 5. This act shall take effect inmmediately.




