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STATE OF NEW YORK

9789
May 30, 2024
Introduced by Sen. MANNION -- (at request of the State Board of
El ections) -- read twice and ordered printed, and when printed to be

committed to the Committee on El ections

AN ACT to anend the election law, in relation to accessi bl e absentee
bal | ots

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 3 of section 8-400 of the election lawis
anended by addi ng a new paragraph (e) to read as foll ows:

(e) Such application shall pernit an applicant with a disability that
interferes wth the effective reading, witing, or use of printed nate-
rial to apply for an accessible absentee ballot as provided for in
section 8-405 of this title.

8§ 2. The election law is anended by addi ng new section 8-405 to read
as foll ows:

8 8-405. Accessible absentee ballots. 1. Voters with a disability
that interferes wth the effective reading, witing, or use of printed
material who apply for an accessible absentee ballot and are otherw se
eligible to receive an absentee ballot shall be sent an accessible
absentee ballot by accessible electronic system Such system shal
allow such voter to download an accessible absentee ballot, mark such
ballot privately and independently using such voter's own assistive
technol ogy, and print such voter's marked ball ot.

2. Such accessible absentee ballots shall be returned, counted, and
canvassed as provided in this chapter for other absentee voters' ballots
and all provisions of this chapter, not inconsistent with this section
shall apply.

8§ 3. Subdivision 4 of section 8-400 of the election |aw, as anended by
chapter 63 of the |l aws of 2010, is anended to read as foll ows:

4. A voter who «clainms pernmanent illness or physical disability may
make application for an absentee ballot and the right to receive an
absentee ballot for each election thereafter as provi ded herein w thout
further application, by filing with the board of elections an applica-
tion which shall contain a statement to be executed by the voter. Such
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application may also contain a statenent that such voter has a pernmanent
disability that requires the use of an accessible absentee ballot pursu-
ant to section 8-405 of this title. Upon filing of such application the
board of elections shall cause the registration records of the voter to
be marked "Permanently Disabl ed" and thereafter shall send an absentee
ballot or an accessible absentee ballot, as applicable, for each
succeeding primary, special or general election to such voter at [his—o+
her] their last known address by first class mail with a request to the
postal authorities not to forward such ballot but to return it in five
days in the event that it cannot be delivered to the addressee. The
mai ling of such ballot for each election shall continue, including., but
not limted to, when such voter's registration is transferred to another
county, until such voter's registration is cancelled.

8 4. Section 8-406 of the election |aw, as anended by section 2 of
part HH of chapter 55 of the laws of 2022, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

8 8-406. Absentee ballots, delivery of. 1. If the board shall find
that the applicant is a qualified voter of the election district
containing [hs] such applicant's residence as stated in [his] their
statenment and that [his] such statenment is sufficient, it shall, as soon
as practicable after it shall have determ ned [his] such applicant's
right thereto, mail to [kiw them at an address designated by [hin] such
applicant, or deliver to [k them or to any person designated for
such purpose in witing by [hiw] such applicant, at the office of the
board, such an absentee voter's ballot or set of ballots and an envel ope
therefor. If the ballot or ballots are to be sent outside of the United
States to a country other than Canada or Mexico, such ballot or ballots
shall be sent by air mail. However, if an applicant who is eligible for
an absentee ballot is a resident of a facility operated or licensed by,
or wunder the jurisdiction of, the departnment of nental hygiene, or a
resident of a facility defined as a nursing hone or residential health
care facility pursuant to subdivisions two and three of section two
t housand ei ght hundred one of the public health law, or a resident of a
hospital or other facility operated by the Veteran's Adm nistration of
the United States, such absentee ballot need not be so mailed or deliv-
ered to any such applicant but, nay be delivered to the voter in the
manner prescribed by section 8-407 of this [ehapter] title if such
facility 1is located in the county or city in which such voter is eligi-
ble to vote. Provided, however, if an applicant who is eligible for an
absentee ballot has requested an accessible absentee ballot such acces-
sible absentee ballot need not be so mailed or delivered to any such
applicant but shall be delivered to the voter in the manner prescribed
by section 8-405 of this title.

2. When mailing an absentee ballot to a voter or providing an accessi-
bl e absentee ballot pursuant to section 8-405 of this title the board of
el ections shall provide a donestic postage paid return envelope. Wen
providing an absentee ballot to a voter in-person, the board of
el ections shall offer the voter a donestic postage paid return envel ope
and provide one if requested.

8 5. This act shall take effect inmediately.




