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STATE OF NEW YORK

9620
| N SENATE
May 16, 2024

Introduced by Sen. COONEY -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Fi nance

AN ACT to anmend the executive law, in relation to establishing the
di stributed generation for community solar siting comr ssion

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative intent. The Legislature finds and declares the
fol | owi ng:

It is the policy of the State of New York as laid out in the dinmate
Leadership and Community Protection act (CLCPA) as well as other |aws,
regul ations and proceedings of the public service comm ssion, that by
the year 2040, New York State will derive 100% of its energy from carbon
free sources with an interimgoal of 70% by 2030. Further, the state has
and continues to nove toward a carbon free future and a carbon free
econony. As a part of this novenent, NYS has adopted | egislation and
regul ations related to conmunity sol ar projects and worked through the
NY Sun program and other neans to assist in funding nore distributed
sol ar projects and encouragi ng i nvestment and job creation in the clean
energy sector. Audits by the Conptroller and reports from NYSERDA and
ot her agenci es have, however, begun to show a troubling pattern. New
York is not on track to neet its energy goals, with many projects in the
pi peline but fewer and fewer coming to fruition and conpletion. If our
state does not triple its renewabl e energy capacity in the com ng years,
we will mss our 2030 goal. "Distributed Generation, including Comunity
Distributed Generation ("CDG')" for "Comrunity Solar"” is one of the keys
to New York neeting its stated goals, and yet, in this inportant sector,
devel oprment is slowing, and |l ocal opposition is nounting. The |egisla-
ture w shes to discover the causes of this sl owdown and eval uate policy
reconmendati ons that can accelerate the siting of comunity solar
projects in support of our 2030 and 2040 goal s.

§ 2. The executive law is anmended by adding a new article 49-D to read
as foll ows:

ARTI CLE 49-D
Dl STRI BUTED GENERATI ON FOR COVMUNI TY SOLAR SI TI NG COWM SSI ON
Section 997. Distributed generation for community solar siting conm s-
si on.
997-a. Powers and duties of the conmi ssion.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old law to be onitted
LBD15670-01- 4



O©Coo~NoOO~wWNE

S. 9620 2

997-b. Hearings.
997-c. Report.

8 997. Distributed generation for conmunity solar siting conm Ssion
1. There is hereby created a distributed generation for conmunity solar
siting conm ssion, which shall consist of the follow ng nine nenbers:

(a) three nenbers appointed by the governor, one of whom nust have a
| abor background; (b) two nenbers appointed by the tenporary president
of the senate, at |east one of whom nust have a sol ar devel opnent back-

round; (c) two nenbers appointed by the speaker of the assenbl at
|l east one of whom nust have an environnental background; (d) one nenber
appointed by the mnority |leader of the senate; and (e) one nenber
appoi nted by the mnority | eader of the assenbly.

2. Menbers shall receive no conpensation for their service, but may be
reinbursed for reasonable expenses incurred during the perfornmance of
their duties.

3. Conmmi ssion staff shall be provided by the energy and research
devel opnent _authority.

4. For purposes of this article "comm ssion” shall nean the distrib-
uted generation for community solar study conmi ssion.

8 997-a. Powers and duties of the conmmission. The conm ssion shal
examine the reasons for delays in the siting of conmunity solar
projects, identify those causes and exanine solutions to accelerate
devel opnent. The work of the conmi ssion shall include but not be limt-
ed to:

1. Examining and evaluating state subsidy |levels for comunity sol ar;

2. Examining and evaluating the siting process at the |ocal |evel,
looking for ways to streanline that process, considering possible
avenues to incentivize local comunities to wel cone devel opnent, consid-
ering whether Jlocalities are or should be allowed to inpose greater
standards than the state reconmmends., and developing "nodel" comunity
solar siting laws and guidelines for localities;

3. Deternmining whether the office of renewable energy siting authority
shoul d be expanded to smaller comunity solar projects;

4. Examining the role of utility conpanies, including the intercon-
nection process, costs and requirenents;

5. Examining the role of the energy and research devel opnent authority
in pronoting conmmunity solar and assisting in bringing projects to frui-
tion; and

6. Considering other factors inpeding devel opnent that the conm ssion
shall deemrel evant and inportant.

8 997-b. Hearings. The commi ssion shall hold hearings in each region
of the state defined in the sanme way as the regional econom c devel op-
nent councils. Such hearings wll include invited witnesses fromthe
conm ssion and should also include an opportunity for public coment
either in person or in witing.

8 997-c. Report. Wthin one vyear of the effective date of this
section, the conm ssion shall issue a report. Such report shall provide
a detailed analysis of the state of community solar. outline challenges
that may be inpeding its further advancenent and neake reconmendations
regarding changes in policies, |aws, procedures and regul ations that
could have a positive inpact in terns of increasing developnent, linit-
ing delays and incentivizing local comunities to be supportive. Such
report shall be delivered to the governor and | egislature.

§ 3. This act shall take effect inmediately.




