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STATE OF NEW YORK

9561
| N SENATE
May 16, 2024

Introduced by Sen. COONEY -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Transportation

AN ACT to anmend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to requiring
the acceptance of electronic signatures on any docunent

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The vehicle and traffic lawis amended by adding a new

title 11-A to read as foll ows:
TITLE 11-A
ELECTRONI C S| GNATURES
ARTICLE 48-D
ELECTRONI C S| GNATURES
Section 2500. Definitions.
2501. Acceptance of electronic signatures.
2502. Requirenments and lintations.
2503. Utilization.
2504. Conflict.

8 2500. Definitions. For the purposes of this article:

(a) "Docunent" neans any docunent, form physical odoneter docunent,
power of attorney, or record necessary or required under titles three,
four, ten, and eleven of this chapter whether or not the docunent, form
physical odonmeter docunent, or record is expressly prescribed in such
titles.

(b) "Electronic signature" neans an electronic sound, synbol, or proc-
ess, attached to or logically associated with a docunent, form physica
odonet er docunent, or other record and executed or adopted by a person
with the intent to sign. agree, or otherw se acknow edge the infornmation
and facts to be accurate and correct.

(c) "Electronic" nmeans relating to technology having electrical
digital, nagnetic, wireless, optical, electromagnetic, or simlar capa-
bilities.

(d) "Physical odoneter docunent" neans a physical docunent as defined
in part 580 of title 49 United States code of federal requlations
containing an odoneter disclosure statenent printed on paper by a secure
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printing process or other secure process by any jurisdiction in conpli-
ance with such part. Physical odoneter docunents, for the purposes of
this section, are limted to certificates of title, secure powers of
attorney, and reassignnent docunents. The term does not include any
other formor docunent., even if the docunent contains a space for an
odonet er reading.

§ 2501. Acceptance of electronic signatures. (a) The conmi Ssioner
shal |l accept electronic signatures on any docunent.

b) A physical odoneter docunent that is nmade electronic b i magin
scanning, or sinilar process:

(1) is not an "electronic power of attorney" or "electronic title" as
those terns are defined in part 580 of title 49 United States code of
federal reqgulations; and

(2) shall be accepted if subsequently executed with an electronic
signature as described in subdivision (c) of this section.

(c) The comm ssioner shall accept any docunent wth an electronic
signature by:

(1) electronic neans if the conm ssioner has a process or system
available to accept the docunent by electronic neans and a person need-
ing to subnmit the docunent has access to the process or the system or

(2) physical neans, such that the docunent is subsequently printed to
paper after execution.

(d) A physical odoneter docunent which is made el ectronic by imaging,
scanning or other simlar process that is subsequently executed with an
el ectronic signature that requires subnmission to the conm ssioner by
physical neans shall require the physical odometer docunent, inits
original fornmat, prior to its execution by electronic signature, to
acconpany the printed copy if the physical odoneter docunent is a:

(1) certificate of title; or

(2) secure power of attorney or dealer reassignnent and the secure
power of attorney or dealer reassignnent has physically conpleted data
or information., such as by handwiting or printing, that preceded the
execution by electronic signature.

8§ 2502. Requirenents and limtations. (a) The conm SSioner:

(1) may require a docunment containing an electronic signature to
include an indication that the signature is electronic;

(2) may require a physical odoneter docunent be invalidated, in a
nmanner determ ned by the conmi ssioner. upon acceptance of the physica
odonet er docunment through an el ectronic process or system

(3) may not refuse to accept any docunent executed with an electronic
signature nerely because the docunent contains an electronic signature
provided the electronic signature conplies with the requirenents of this
article;

(4) shall not require an electronic signature process or an electronic
signature vendor be certified by the comni ssioner before accepting a
docunent that is executed with an electronic signature through a service
provided by the vendor;

(5) shall not require a docunent which has been executed with an el ec-
tronic signhature to be converted to physical format by printing for any
pur pose, except when submi ssion by physical neans is required because
the conm ssioner does not have an electronic process or systemavailable
or a person does not have access to the electronic process or system

(6) shall not inpose any additional requirenent upon an electronic
signature except as authorized by this section; and

(7) may require a certification of authenticity, audit trail, or sim-
| ar st atenent.
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b) The system or person granting access to the systemused to capture
an__electronic signature shall verify the identity of the user accessing
the system The system shall:

(1) be securely maintained;

(2) capture and retain the user information, including the internet
protocol address of the signer and date and tinestanp of system access
or electronic signature capture; and

(3) retain all information provided to the systemfor a period of five
years, which shall be nade available to the comni ssioner, other regul a-
tory agencies, or law enforcenent upon request.

(c) This section shall not be construed to require, limt, prohibit,
or otherwi se hinder the ability of the conmi ssioner to provide electron-
ic services, systens, or alternative nethods to receiving and transnit-
ting electronic data, docunents, or records., including electronic signa-
ture capturing or identity verification.

(d) This section shall not be construed to require, |limt, prohibit,
or otherwi se hinder the comr ssioner to provide or issue an "electronic
power of attorney" or "electronic title" as those terns are defined in
part 580 of title 49 United States code of federal requlations, or
provide an electronic signature process, system platform or service.

8 2503. Utilization. Electronic signatures may not be used for any
purpose other than the purpose indicated by the signer on the docunent
and shall be linked to their respective electronic records to ensure

that the signatures cannot be excised, copied, or otherw se transferred

unl ess expressly authorized by the signer.
8 2504. Conflict. This section shall prevail in any conflict arising

with another provision in this chapter or with article three of the
state technology law, the "electronic signatures and records act". Arti-
cle three of the state technology |aw shall govern any area not express-
|y addressed in this section.

§ 2. This act shall take effect i mediately.




