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January 9, 2023

Introduced by Sen. COONEY -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Investigati ons and Govern-
ment Qperations

AN ACT to anend the public officers law, in relation to conducting neet-
i ngs of public bodies via video conference technol ogy

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision (c) of section 103 of the public officers |aw,
as anmended by section 1 of part WWVof chapter 56 of the |laws of 2022, is
anmended to read as foll ows:

(c) (i) A public body shall provide an opportunity for the public to
attend, |listen and observe neetings in at |east one physical |ocation at
whi ch a menber partici pates.

(ii) Notw thstandi ng paragraph (i) of this subdivision, a public body
of a municipal corporation, as defi ned by section sixty-six of the
general construction law, may conduct a neeting via video conference if
such public body: (1) provides an opportunity for the public to contem
poraneously view and listen to such neeting online; (2) makes a video
recording of such neeting; and (3) posts such video recording on such
public body's website wthin five business days of such neeting. In
addition, upon request of a nenber of the public, such public body shal
nake available a specific location wthin the jurisdiction of such
nuni ci pal corporation for the public to view and listen to such neeting
online, provided such request is received at | east forty-eight hours
prior to the time such neeting is scheduled to begin.

8§ 2. Subdivision (c) of section 103 of the public officers law, as
added by chapter 289 of the laws of 2000, is amended to read as foll ows:

(c) (i) A public body that uses videoconferencing to conduct its neet-
i ngs shall provide an opportunity for the public to attend, Ilisten and

observe [ at—any——site—at—whicha—rerber—participates].

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old law to be onmitted.
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(ii) Notwithstanding paragraph (i) of this subdivision, a public body
of a municipal corporation, as defined by section sixty-six of the
general construction law, may conduct a nmeeting via video conference if
such public body: (1) provides an opportunity for the public to contem

poraneously view and listen to such neeting online; (2) nmakes a video
recording of such neeting; and (3) posts such video recording on such
public body's website within five business days of such neeting. 1In

addition, upon request of a nmenber of the public, such public body shal
nmake available a specific location wthin the jurisdiction of such
nmuni ci pal corporation for the public to view and listen to such neeting
online, provided such request is received at least forty-eight hours
prior to the time such neeting is scheduled to begin.

8 3. This act shall take effect i mediately; provided however, that
t he amendments to subdivision (c) of section 103 of the public officers
law nmade by section one of this act shall be subject to the expiration
and reversion of such subdivision pursuant to section 4 of part WV of
chapter 56 of the Ilaws of 2022, as anended, when upon such date the
provi sions of section two of this act shall take effect.




