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STATE OF NEW YORK

9358
| N SENATE
May 13, 2024

Introduced by Sen. SALAZAR -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmtted to the Committee on Social Services

AN ACT to anend the executive law, in relation to requiring the New York
state office for the prevention of domestic violence to establish
trauma-informed standards for domestic violence abuse intervention
pr ogr ans

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. This act shall be known and nay be cited as the "trauma-in-
forned standards for domestic viol ence abuse intervention prograns act".

8 2. The executive law is amended by addi ng a new section 577 to read
as foll ows:

8 577. Traunmm-infornmed standards for donestic violence abuse inter-
vention prograns. 1. Purpose. The purpose of this section is to estab-
lish a statewide franmework for donestic violence abuse intervention
prograns that is rooted in trauma-inforned care principles, enhancing
the safety, support, and recovery of survivors while pronpting account-
ability and therapeutic engagenent for people who cause harm

2. Definitions. For the purposes of this section:

(a) "Trauma-inforned care" neans a franework that involves understand-
ing, recognizing, and responding to the effects of all types of traunm,
enphasi zi ng physical, psychological, and enptional safety for both
providers and survivors, and helping rebuild a sense of control and
enpower nent .

(b) "Donestic violence abuse intervention progranf neans any program
or service designed to address and nmitigate donestic violence through

education, therapy., and conmmunity support for the person who causes

harm with a primary focus on survivor safety and well -being.

3. Trauma-infornmed standards. All donestic violence abuse intervention
prograns operating within the state shall adhere to the follow ng trau-

ma- i nf or ned st andar ds:

(a) Conprehensive training which shall require that all staff and
adm ni strators are trained in trauma-inforned care practices;
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b Participant assessnent which shall require conducting thorough
assessnents of participants to identify trauna-related issues and
tailoring intervention strategies accordingly;

(c) Survivor safety and enpowernent which shall prioritize the safety,
confidentiality, and autonony of survivors in all programactivities and
deci si ons;

(d) Accountability and engagenent which shall encourage people who
cause harnmls accountability for their actions and engagenent in the
healing process, recognizing the inpact of their behavior on survivors
and the community;

(e) Collaboration and community linkages which shall foster collab-
oration with local agencies, comunity organizations, and support
services to provide conprehensive support for participants and survi-
vors; and

(f) Evaluation and feedback which shall inplenent ongoing eval uation

nechani sns to assess program effectiveness, incorporating feedback from

participants, survivors, and staff to nmake continuous inprovenents.
4., Inplenmentation. (a) The office shall oversee the inplenentation of

these trauma-inforned standards and shall provide gui dance, resources,
and nonitoring to ensure conpliance.

(b) The office shall establish a certification process for donestic
violence abuse intervention prograns, based on adherence to the traunma-
inforned standards outlined in this section

5. Funding. The state shall appropriate funds to support the training.
inpl enentation, and evaluation of the trauma-infornmed donestic violence
abuse intervention prograns established pursuant to this section in
order to ensure that adequate resources are available to neet the stand-
ards set forth in this section.

8 3. This act shall take effect one year after it shall have becone a
| aw.




