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STATE OF NEW YORK

9248

| N SENATE

May 7, 2024

Introduced by Sen. HI NCHEY -- (at request of the Departnent of Agricul-
ture and Markets) -- read twice and ordered printed, and when printed
to be conmitted to the Commttee on Agriculture

AN ACT to anend the agriculture and markets law, in relation to the
begi nning farmer advisory board on agriculture

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 309-a of the agriculture and markets | aw, as added
by chapter 129 of the laws of 2017, is anmended to read as follows:

§ 309-a. [¥eung] Bedinning farner advisory board on agriculture. 1.
There shall be established within the departnment the [yeurg] beginning
farmer advisory board on agriculture, to advise and make reconmmendati ons
to the state agencies on state governnment plans, policies and progranms
affecting agriculture, as outlined below, and in such areas as its expe-

rience and studies may indicate to be appropriate. [Fhe—departrment—shall
p#eW—de—%ees&aw—see%#ai—mﬂ—s&ppeﬁ—seHH—ee%e—Hw—bea#d—

]
2. The [yeung] begl nni ng farnmer advisory board on agriculture shall
consi st of [t—went—y] V\enty-flve nenbers[—t—en—t—e—be—a-pp@—m-ed—by—t—he

sel ect ed for their experience and expertise reI ated to ar eas of board
responsi bi | i ty[ —Fhe—beard—shall—be] and conprised of diverse nenbers of
the agriculture industry, including the comm ssioner, or the conm ssion-
er's designee, with the remaining nenbers selected as foll ows:

(a) [©H] The conmissioner shall appoint the [twenty] follow ng el even
board nenbers [appeintedtothe—board]:

(1) one [shall—be] representative fromthe [departrent

] enpire state devel opment corporation;

[£3+] (2) one [shall—be—an] officer of the Future Farners of America
(FFA);

[4X] (3) one representative fromthe department of |abor;

(4) one [shall—be—an] urban farmer;
(5) one [shaJ—l—be] reoresentatlve fromthe New Yor k Farm Bur eau; [ —=are

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
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(6) one participant fromthe Cornell small farns program

(7) one representative fromthe United States departnent of agricul -
ture;

(8) one organic farner;

(9) one veteran farner;

(10) one representative fromthe Young Farners coalition;

(11) one nenber of a group identified in the nost recent United States
departnent of agriculture census of agriculture that is currently under-
represented in farm ownership; and

(b) The renmmining thirteen board nenbers shall be from entry |evel
farners or novice farners, agriculture service providers, financial and
|l egal service providers to farmoperators, Cornell Cooperative Extension
representatives, advocacy organization representatives, acadenics., agri-
cultural leaders, and/or others who can contribute to the work of the
advi sory board on issues, including., anong others: access to |and and
capital, grants, business planning, farm processes and governnment
prograns selected as follows: seven appointed by the conmi ssioner; two
appointed by the tenporary president of the senate; two appointed by the
speaker of the assenbly; one appointed by the ninority leader of the
senate; and one appointed by the minority |eader of the assenbly.

[ 3] (c) Each menber shall:

(1) be interested in the preservation and devel opnent of agriculture
and preservation of the agricultural way of life in New York;

(2) be [ j AR

actively involved in farmng, agricultural activities,
agricultural research and/or providing services to the agricultural
comunity in the state

(3) [de+L¥e——aL—7LeasL——LLi+y7pgL9eﬂL7eL—Lhe—nenbg#Ls—peLsenaL—Lneens

4] be a resident of the state; and

[65+] (4) be appointed for a termof three years and nay serve unti
their successors are chosen; provided, however, that of the nenbers
first appointed, [six] eight shall serve for a termof one vyear, [s+x]
eight shall serve for a termof two years and [eight] nine shall serve
for a termof three years.

[6] (d) Members shall serve without salary but shall be entitled to
rei mbursenent of their ordinary and necessary travel expenses.

[(5] (e) The nenbers of the board shall neet [guarterly] twice a

year.
(f) The conmmi ssioner, or the comm ssioner's designee, shall chair the

board and the departnent shall provide the necessary secretariat and
support services to the board.

3. The duties and responsibilities of the [yeunrg] beginning farner
advi sory board on agricylture shall i ncl ude, but not be Iiniteq t o:

(a) [annuay—electi-ng—tromi-ts—renrbers—a—chalrperson—a—-ece—chai—

b)¥] comunicating to the [gereral] public, the federal governnent,
and the state governnent the inportance of [yeunrg—and] beginning farners
to agriculture in the state;

[ (ey—dentidty] (b) identifying issues relating to [yeuhrg—and] begin-
ning farmers in the state and provide tinely advice to the conm ssioner,
the governor and the relevant state agencies, wth regard to the
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pronotion of agriculture as a career path and the econom c devel opnent
of [yetng—and—aspiring] beginning farnmers;

[ ()——produce—an—anndal] (c) producing a biennial report and provide
such report to the governor, the tenporary president of the senate and
the speaker of the assenbly on or before the end of each cal endar year.
Such report shall identify and prioritize policy issues which affect
[ youhg—and—aspi+ing] beginning farners; and

[ fe)——establish] (d) establishing commttees, as necessary, to devel op
projects relating to the aspects of life for [yeuhrg—and] beginning farm
ers in the state.

8 2. This act shall take effect inmediately.




