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STATE OF NEW YORK

9182

| N SENATE

May 2, 2024

I ntroduced by Sen. STAVISKY -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Hi gher Education

AN ACT to anmend the education law, in relation to the professiona
certification of doulas

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The education law is anmended by adding a new article 169 to
read as follows:
ARTICLE 169
CERTI FI ED DOULAS

Section 8875. Definitions.
8876. Use of title.
8877. Certificate.
8878. Requirenents for a professional certification
8879. Scope of practice.

8§ 8875. Definitions. As used in this section:

1. "Certified doula" neans an individual certified under this article
who provides certified doula services.

2. "Certified doula services" neans continuous enotional and physi cal
support provided by a certified doula throughout |abor and birth, and
intermttently during the prenatal and postpartum peri ods.

8§ 8876. Use of title. Only a person certified under this article shal
be authorized to use the title "certified doula".

8 8877. Certificate. The commi ssioner shall issue a certificate as a
certified doula to an individual who applies for certification and who
qualifies under section eighty-eight hundred seventy-eight of this arti-
cle.

8§ 8878. Requirenents for a professional certification. To be certified
under this article, an applicant shall fulfill the follow ng require-
nents:

1. Application: file an application with the departnent.

2. Education: shall have attained a high school diplonma, or the equiv-
alent, and satisfactorily:
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a) conplete an educational progra in accordance with the conm s-
sioner's reqgul ations; or

(b) submit evidence of certification, the educational preparation for
which is determined by the departnent to be equivalent to the foregoing
fromany state or country, satisfactory to the departnent and in accord-
ance with the conm ssioner's regul ations.

3. Examination: pass an exami hation satisfactory to the departnent and
in accordance with the conm ssioner's reqgul ations.

4. Age: be at |east eighteen years of age.

5. Character: be of good npral character as deternm ned by the depart-
nent .

6. Fee: pay a fee of forty dollars to the departnent for consideration
of an application for certification

8§ 8879. Scope of practice. Nothing in this section shall authorize a
certified doula to engage in any act within the scope of practice of any
ot her profession under this title or any other law, unless the certified
doul a woul d be otherw se authorized to do so by | aw

§ 2. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a law. Effective inmedi ately, the addition, anmendment and/or
repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenentation of
this act on its effective date are authorized to be nade and conpleted
on or before such effective date.




