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2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 9, 2023

Introduced by Sen. COONEY -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Fi nance

AN ACT to anmend the cannabis law, in relation to regional cannabis
ment or s

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The cannabis law is anended by adding a new section 19-a to
read as foll ows:

8 19-a. Regional cannabis nentors. 1. The office shall, within thirty
days of the effective date of this section, establish and inpl enent
regional cannabis nentors to provide support to persons inguiring about,
or participating in, the nmedical cannabis or adult-use cannabis indus-
tries. The office shall establish at | east one such regional cannabis
nentor within each econonic devel opnent region of the state, pursuant to
section two hundred thirty of the econonic devel opnent |aw. Such support
shall include, but not be linmted to, any of the foll ow ng:

(a) providing information and advice to applicants for any |icense
aut horized pursuant to this chapter, including assistance with conpl et -
ing applications;

(b) providing assistance to small businesses, including mnority and
wonen- owned busi nesses, in participating in such cannabis industries;

(c) providing infornmation and advice to any nunicipality or other
governnental entity on the effects of the provisions of this chapter;
and

(d) providing information and advice to any person inquiring about the
inplenentation of this chapter, including any future statutory and requ-
latory changes to this chapter.

2. The office shall establish and maintain such regional cannabis
nentors using any existing or future appropriations to the office for
the purpose of carrying out the provisions of this chapter.

3. Each regional cannabis nentor shall provide assistance by el ectron-
ic and telephonic neans. Such information shall be posted conspicuously
on the office's website

§ 2. This act shall take effect imediately.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old law to be onitted.
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