O©CoO~NOUPA~WNE

STATE OF NEW YORK

9141

| N SENATE

April 30, 2024

I ntroduced by Sen. HOYLMAN-SIGAL -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and
when printed to be conmtted to the Conmittee on Codes

AN ACT to anmend the civil rights law, in relation to ensuring the priva-
cy of nane change actions and of sex designation change actions; and
to repeal certain provisions of such law relating thereto

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 64-a of the civil rights law is REPEALED and a new
section 64-a is added to read as foll ows:

8 64-a. Ensuring privacy of nanme change actions. 1. At no tine shal
any paper or docunent filed by electronic or paper nmeans in a nane
change action be available for public inspection in-person, online, or
at any conputer termnal in the courthouse or the office of the county
clerk, except for access by the petitioner, the person changing their
nane if different fromthe petitioner, the attorney of record., or upon a
finding of good cause. No order of the court shall be required for a
petitioner, or a person whose nane change a filing pertains to, to
access their own file.

2. Any entity responsible for processing and nmintaining court records
shall ensure matters filed under this article are inaccessible to the
public inmediately upon filing, regardless of whether a petitioner makes
a showi ng of risk and regardless of the reason for the nane change. This
section applies to all matters filed under this article regardl ess of
whet her a petitioner has nade a specific request for their information
to be kept private and regardl ess of whether a court has ordered seal -
i ng.

3. The office of court adnmnistration, clerks, and all other records
custodians shall develop policies and procedures to ensure no identify-
ing information or docunentation relating to a matter filed under this
article is visible or retrievable in any electronic database naintained
by the state of New York or a subdivision thereof. Non-identifying
adninistrative information including but not linmted to index nunbers,
judges, courts, attorney nanes, information about the nature and status
of the action, and initialized or anonyni zed captions may be visible.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
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All custodial agencies and individuals shall ensure any platforns or
systens used to file or maintain court records allow for custodians to

input and maintain matters filed under this article consistent with this
section.

4. Wthin ninety days of the effective date of this section, al
custodial agencies and individuals maintaining existing nane change
records shall ensure all matters filed under this article prior to the
effective date of this section are renoved from public view in-person
and in online databases consistent with this section.

5. If a person whose nane was changed by court order prior to the
effective date of this section discovers that information deened private
under this section is publicly accessible, such person nay nobve ex parte
at any tine to request that information deened private wunder this
section be renpved from public view consistent wth this section,
regardl ess of whether a request to seal was nade at the tinme of the
original petition or the matter was previously ordered seal ed.

6. Nothing in this section shall be construed to limt the discretion
of the court to order notice of a nane change pursuant to this article.

8§ 2. Section 67-b of the civil rights law is REPEALED and a new
section 67-b is added to read as foll ows:

8 67-b. Ensuring the privacy of sex designation change actions. 1. At
no tine shall any paper or docunent filed by electronic or paper neans
in a sex designation change action be available for public inspection
in-person, online, or at any conputer termnal in the courthouse or the
office of the county clerk, except for access by the petitioner, the
person changing their sex designation if different fromthe petitioner
the attorney of record. or upon a finding of good cause. No order of the
court shall be required for a petitioner, or a person whose sex desig-
nation change a filing pertains to, to access their own file.

2. Any entity responsible for processing and nmintaining court records
shall ensure matters filed under this article are inaccessible to the
public inmediately upon filing, regardless of whether a petitioner makes
a showing of risk and regardless of the reason for the sex designation
change. This section applies to all nmatters filed under this article
regardl ess of whether a petitioner has nade a specific request for their
information to be kept private and regardless of whether a court has
ordered sealing.

3. The office of court admnistration, clerks, and all other records
custodians shall develop policies and procedures to ensure no identify-
ing information or docunentation relating to a matter filed wunder this
article is visible or retrievable in any electronic database nmaintained
by the state of New York or a subdivision thereof. Non-identifying
adnm nistrative information including but not linmted to index nunbers,
judges, courts, attorney nanes, information about the nature and status
of the action., and initialized or anonyni zed captions may be visible.
All custodial agencies and individuals shall ensure any platforns or
systens used to file or maintain court records allow for custodians to
input and maintain matters filed under this article consistent with this
section.

4. Wthin ninety days of the effective date of this section, al
custodial agencies and individuals nmaintaining existing sex designation
change records shall ensure all nmatters filed under this article prior
to the effective date of this section are renpved frompublic view
in-person and in online databases consistent with this section.

5. If a person whose sex designation was changed by court order prior
to the effective date of this section discovers that infornation deened
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private under this section is publicly accessible, such person may nove

ex parte at any tine to request that informati on deened private under
this section be renoved frompublic view consistent with this section,
regardless of whether a request to seal was nmade at the tinme of the
original petition or the matter was previously ordered seal ed.

§ 3. This act shall take effect inmediately.




