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STATE OF NEW YORK

9138

| N SENATE

April 30, 2024

Introduced by Sen. CLEARE -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Comm ttee on Aging

AN ACT to anmend the elder law, in relation to establishing the intera-
gency elder justice task force; and providing for the repeal of such
provi si ons upon expiration thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The elder Ilawis anmended by adding a new section 226 to
read as foll ows:

8 226. Interagency elder justice task force. 1. There is hereby
created within the office an interagency elder justice task force
consisting of representatives of state agencies whose work involves
elder justice to create greater collaboration and devel op overarching
strategies, systens, and progranms, with the goal of protecting older
adults from abuse and mstreatnent. The task force shall collaborate to
identify consistent policies and prograns in elder justice; and, facili-
tate communication and foster collaborative relationships anbng state

agenci es.
2. The task force shall consist of the follow ng nenbers or their

desi gnees:

(a) the director of the office for the aging, who shall serve as
chair;

(b) the director of the office of victins services;

(c) the conmmi ssioner of the office of children and fanmly services:;

(d) the superintendent of financial services:;

(e) the comm ssioner of the division of crinminal justice services;

(f) the commi ssioner of nental health;

(g) the director of the office for the prevention of donestic
vi ol ence;

(h) the commi ssioner of health:;

(i) the conmmi ssioner of the office for people with devel opnental disa-
bilities;

(j) the superintendent of the New York state police;

(k) the executive director of the justice center for the protection
of people with special needs;

(1) the secretary of state for the departnent of state's division of
consuner protection
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(m two nenbers appointed by the governor;

(n) one nmenber appointed by the speaker of the assenbly; and

(0) one nenber appointed by the tenporary president of the senate.

3. The task force shall request input from stakeholders, advocates,
experts, and coalitions.

4. Menbers appointed to the task force shall have rel evant experience
and expertise concerning elder justice by virtue of their education,
training or lived experience.

5. The task force shall:

(a) devel op a cohesive, conprehensive state plan on elder justice that
aligns with New York state's elder justice policy and prograns across
state agency responsibilities;

(b) develop plans for a coordinated and conprehensive response from
state and local governnent and other entities when elder abuse is
reported;

(c) facilitate interagency planning and policy devel opnent on el der
justice;

(d) review and propose specific agency initiatives for their inpact on
systens and services related to elder justice;

(e) coordinate activities for world elder abuse awareness day and
ot her events:;

(f) informlocal and state agencies on national developnents in el der
justice; and

(0) neke recommendations to the governor that will inprove New York's
el der abuse prevention and intervention efforts.
6. The task force shall serve to focus attention on elder justice

conprehensively and create a nultidisciplinary nmechanismto work toward
alignnent across agencies to help achieve the governor's elder justice

priorities.

7. The task force shall neet regularly, but no less than once per
nonth and where otherw se appropriate to fulfill its duties under this
chapter. The nenbers of this task force shall serve w thout conpen-
sation, but shall be entitled to reinbursenent for all necessary
expenses incurred in the performance of their duties.

8. Any vacancies in the nenbership of the task force shall be filled

in the sane manner provided for in the initial appointnent.

9. The nenbers of the task force shall be appointed no later than one
hundred and twenty days after the effective date of this section.

§ 2. Wthin one year of the effective date of this act, in carrying
out its functions, the interagency elder justice task force shall hold
five public hearings around the state to foster discussions and conduct
formal public hearings with requisite public notice to solicit input and
reconmendati ons from statew de and regi onal stakehol der interests. Such
task force shall also accept public input in witing. Such task force
may utilize renpbte access such as web conferencing to conply with the
provi sions of this section.

§ 3. Wthin two years of the effective date of this act the interagen-
cy elder justice task force shall report its findings and recomrenda-
tions to the governor, the tenporary president of the senate and the
speaker of the assenbly and shall publicize its findings on the office
for the aging website.

8 4. This act shall take effect imediately and shall expire and be
deened repeal ed 3 years after such effective date.




