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STATE OF NEW YORK

9016

| N SENATE

April 10, 2024

Introduced by Sen. MAY -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Commttee on Education

AN ACT to anmend the education |law and part B of chapter 56 of the |aws
of 2020, anending the education law relating to establishing the Syra-
cuse Conprehensi ve Education and Workforce Training Center focusing on
Sci ence, Technol ogy, Engineering, Arts, and Math to provide instruc-
tion to students in the Onondaga, Cortland and Madison county BOCES
and the central New York region in the areas of science, technol ogy,
engi neering, arts and mathematics, and the education law, in relation
to renanming the Syracuse Conprehensive Educati on and Wirkforce Train-
ing Center as the Syracuse Science, Technol ogy, Engineering, Arts and
Mat hemat i cs hi gh schoo

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the "Syracuse
STEAM school act".

§ 2. Sections 1 and 2 of part B of chapter 56 of the laws of 2020,
anmendi ng the education law relating to establishing the Syracuse Conpre-
hensi ve Educati on and Wrkforce Training Center focusing on Science,
Technol ogy, Engineering, Arts, and Mith to provide instruction to
students in the Onondaga, Cortland and Madison county BOCES and the
central New York region in the areas of science, technol ogy, engineer-
ing, arts and mathematics, is anmended to read as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative intent. The purpose of this act is to establish
the Syracuse [ | } =R
fecusirg—eoen] Science, Technol ogy, Engineering, Arts[+] and [Mth] Math-
ematics high school. The Syracuse Science, Technol ogy, Engineering, Arts
and Mat hematics hi gh school [w-thirthe—Syacuse—Conprehensive—Educati-on
andMorkforce—Tralping—Center] shall provide a high school course of
instruction for grades nine through twelve, dedicated to providing
expanded | earni ng access and career opportunities to students residing
in the Onondaga, Cortland and Madi son county board of cooperative educa-
tional services region and central New York, in the areas of science
technol ogy, engineering, arts and mathematics as well as the core

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted
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academc areas required for the issuance of high school diplomas in
accordance with the rules and regul ati ons pronul gated by the board of
regents. The legislature hereby finds and declares that the establish-
ment of the Syracuse [ GCoenprehensive—Educati-on—and\Mbrkiorce—Tralning
Center] Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics high
school is a necessary conponent to the developnent of the greater
central New York region of New York state and a necessary link to
fostering the devel opnent and advancenent of the arts and energing tech-
nol ogi es. This high school [ard—werkiorece—training—ecenter] wll advance
the interests of the central New York region and New York state by
engagi ng students in rigorous and enriching educational experiences
focused on the arts and enmerging technol ogies, project-based |Iearning
and col |l aboration and by providing that experience within the context of
a business and | earning comunity for the purpose of directly connecting
student learning with real world experience in the arts and advanced
technical facilities. It is expressly found that the establishnent and
operation of the Syracuse [Gerp+ehensive—Education—and\Workiorce—Traln—
hrg—Center] Science, Technol ogy. Engineering, Arts and Mathematics high
school pursuant to this act is a public purpose.

8 2. Establishnment of the Syracuse [ Conprehensive—Educati-on—and\ork—

force—Jraini-ng—Center] Science, Technol ogy, Engineering, Arts and WMath-
ematics high school. 1. The Syracuse [ Corprehensive—Educati-on—andAork—

Y ] Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and
Mat hemat i cs hi gh school may be established by the board of education of
the Syracuse city school district pursuant to this section for students
in grades nine through twel ve.

2. Such high school shall be governed by the board of education of the
Syracuse city school district. The high school shall be subject to al
| aws, rules and regul ati ons which are applicable to a public high school
unless otherwise provided for in this act. The high school shall be
subject to the oversight of the board of regents and the program shal
be audited in a nanner consistent with provisions of |aw and regul ations
that are applicable to other public schools.

3. The board of education of the Syracuse city school district shal
have the responsibility for the operation, supervision and nmaintenance
of the high school and shall be responsible for the adm nistration of
the high school, including curriculum grading, discipline and staffing.
The high school may partner with a certified institution of higher
education to offer an early college high school program The high schoo

[ ard—workiorce—t+raini-rg—center] nay also partner with a certified insti-

tution 0 hi gher education to offer apprenticeship training and

f
prograns. [Fhe—workiorce—traini-rg—center—-n—co-aberati-or—w-th—educa—
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6—] The board of education of the Syracuse city school district shal
be authorized to enter into contracts as necessary or convenient to
operate such hi gh school

[+] 5. Students attending such high school shall continue to be
enrolled in their school district of residence. The Syracuse city schoo
district shall be responsible for the issuance of a high school diploma
to students who attended the high school based on such students
successful conpletion of the high school's educational program

[8-] 6. For purposes of all state aid calculations made pursuant to
the education |aw, students attending such high school shall continue to
be treated and counted as students of their school district of resi-
dence.

[8-] 7. The public school district of residence shall be obligated to
provide transportation, wthout regard to any mleage |imtations,
provi ded however, for aid reinbursenments pursuant to subdivision 7 of
section 3602 of the education | aw, expenses associated with the trans-
portation of students to and fromthe high school up to a distance of
thirty mles shall be included.

[46—] 8. It shall be the duty of the student's district of residence
to nake paynents as calculated in this act directly to the school
district for each student enrolled in the high school. No costs shal
be apportioned to school districts that elect not to participate in such
hi gh school

[42-] 9. The trustees or the board of education of a school district
may enter into a nenorandum of understanding with the board of education
of the Syracuse city school district to participate in such high schoo
program for a period not to exceed five years upon such terns as such
trustees or board of education and the board of education of the Syra-
cuse city school district may mutually agree. Such nmenorandum of under -
standi ng shall set forth a nethodology for the calculation of per pupi
tuition costs that shall be subject to review and approval by the
comi ssi oner of education.

[22-] 10. Any student eligible for enrollment in grades nine through
twelve of a public school entering into a nmenorandum of understandi ng
with the board of education of the Syracuse city school district to
enroll students in the high school shall be eligible for adnmission to
the high school. To the extent that the nunber of qualified applicants
may exceed the nunber of avail able spaces, the high school shall grant
adm ssion on a random sel ection basis, provided that an enroll nent pref-
erence shall be provided to pupils returning to the high school in the
second or any subsequent year. The criteria for adm ssion shall not be
limted based on intellectual ability, measures of academi c achi evenent
or aptitude, athletic aptitude, disability, race, creed, gender
national origin, religion, ancestry, or |location of residence. The high
school shall deternine the tentative enrollnent roster, notify the
parents, or those in parental relations to those students, and the resi-
dent school district by April first of the school year preceding the
school year for which the adm ssion is granted.
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[£3—-] 11. Notwi thstandi ng any other provision of lawto the contrary,
the Syracuse city school district is authorized to transfer ownership of
the Syracuse [ CopprehensiveEducation—and—Worldorce—Tralping—Contor]
Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and WMathematics high school
facility to the county of Onondaga and the county of Onondaga is author-
i zed to assunme such ownership and to enter into a lease for such facili-
ty with the Syracuse city school district. The county of Onondaga may
contract for indebtedness to renovate such facility and any related
financi ng shall be deenmed a county purpose. The county of Onondaga shal

transfer ownership of the Syracuse [Cenprehensive—Educati-on—and\brk—
foree—Training—Center] Science, Technol ogy, Engineering, Arts and WMath-

ematics high school facility to the city of Syracuse upon the expiration
of the |ease.

[24—-] 12. Notwithstanding any other provision of lawto the contrary,
the county of Onondaga shall submit estinated project costs for the
renovati on and equipping of the Syracuse [ GCenprehensive—Educati-on—and
Workforce—Training—Center] Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and

Mat hematics high school after the conpletion of schematic plans and
specifications for review by the comm ssioner of education. If the tota
project costs associated with such project exceed the approved cost
al l owance of such building project pursuant to section three of this
act, and the county has not otherw se denpnstrated to the satisfaction
of the New York state education departnent the availability of addi-
tional |ocal shares for such excess costs from the city of Syracuse
and/or the Syracuse city school district, then the county shall not
proceed with the preparation of final plans and specifications for such
project wuntil the project has been redesigned or val ue-engineered to
reduce estinated project costs so as not to exceed the above cost
limts.

[45—] 13. Notwithstanding any other provision of lawto the contrary,
the county of Onondaga shall submt estimated project costs for the
renovati on and equi ppi ng of the Syracuse [ Cenprehensive—Educati-on—Abrk—

force—and—Training—Center] Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and
Mat hematics high school after the conpletion of fifty percent of the

final plans and specifications for review by the comi ssioner of educa-
tion. If the total project costs associated with such project exceed the
approved cost allowance of such building project pursuant to subpara-
graph (8) of paragraph a of subdivision 6 of section 3602 of the educa-
tion law, and the county has not otherw se denpbnstrated to the satisfac-
tion of the New York state education departnent the availability of
addi tional |ocal share for such excess costs fromthe city of Syracuse
and/or the Syracuse city school district, then the county shall not
proceed with the conpletion of the remaining fifty percent of the plans
and specifications for such project until the project has been rede-
si gned or val ue-engineered to reduce estinmated project costs so as to
not exceed the above cost limts.

8 3. Subparagraph 8 of paragraph a of subdivision 6 of section 3602 of
the education |aw, as added by section 3 of part B of chapter 56 of the
| aws of 2020, is anended to read as foll ows:

(8) Notwithstanding any other provision of lawto the <contrary, for
the purpose of conputation of building aid for the renovation and equi p-
ping of the Syracuse [ GCorprehensive—Educati-on—and\erkiorce—Tralning
Center] Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics high
school authorized for operation by the Syracuse city school district the
building aid units assigned to this project shall reflect a building aid
enroll nent of one thousand students and nmulti-year cost all owances for
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the project shall be established and utilized two times in the first
five-year period. Subsequent multi-year cost all owances shall be estab-
I ished no sooner than ten years after establishment of the first nmaxi num
cost allowance authorized pursuant to this subparagraph.

8 4. This act shall take effect immediately.



