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STATE OF NEW YORK

8809

| N SENATE

March 14, 2024

Introduced by Sen. PALUMBO -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmtted to the Conmittee on Children and Famlies

AN ACT to anend the donmestic relations law and the famly court act, in
relation to orders for child custody

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subparagraph 4 of paragraph (a-1) of subdivision 1 of
section 240 of the donestic relations | aw, as anended by chapter 295 of
the | aws of 2009, is amended to read as foll ows:

(4) Notifying counsel and issuing orders. Upon consideration of deci-
sions pursuant to article ten of the famly court act, and registry
reports and notifying counsel involved in the proceeding, or in the
event of a self-represented party, notifying such party of the results
thereof, including any court appointed attorney for children, the court
may issue a tenmporary, successive tenporary or final order of custody or
visitation;, __provided, that a final order of custody or visitation shal
be issued within six nonths following the prelinmnary conference or
initial appearance on the petition.

§ 2. Paragraph 4 of subdivision (e) of section 651 of the famly court
act, as anmended by chapter 295 of the |laws of 2009, is anended to read
as foll ows:

4. Notifying counsel and issuing orders. Upon consideration of deci-
sions pursuant to article ten of this act, and registry reports and
notifying counsel involved in the proceeding, or in the event of a self-
represented party, notifying such party of the results thereof, includ-
ing any court appointed attorney for children, the court may issue a
tenmporary, successive tenporary or final order of custody or visitation,
provided, that a final order of custody or visitation shall be issued
within six nonths following the prelimnary conference or initia
appearance on the petition or order to show cause.

8 3. Subdivision (a) of section 1089 of the fam ly court act, as added
by section 27 of part A of chapter 3 of the | aws of 2005, paragraph 1 as
anended by chapter 342 of the Iaws of 2010, paragraph 2 as anended by

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
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chapter 605 of the laws of 2011, paragraph 3 as anmended by chapter 437
of the laws of 2006, is anended to read as foll ows:

(a) Scheduling, comencenment and conpletion of permanency heari ngs.
(1) Children freed for adoption. (i) At the conclusion of the disposi-
tional hearing at which the child was freed for adoption in a proceeding
pursuant to section three hundred eighty-three-c, three hundred eighty-
four or three hundred eighty-four-b of the social services law, the
court shall set a date certain for the initial freed child pernmanency
hearing and advise all parties in court of the date set, except for the
respondent or respondents. The permanency hearing shall be conmmenced no
later than thirty days after the hearing at which the child was freed
and shall be conpleted within thirty days, unless the court deterni nes
to hold the permanency hearing i nmedi ately upon conpl etion of the hear-
ing at which the child was freed, provided adequate notice has been
gi ven.

(ii) At the conclusion of the hearing pursuant to section one thousand
ni nety-one of this act where the court has granted the motion for a
former foster care youth who was discharged fromfoster care due to a
failure to consent to continuation of placenment to return to the custody
of the local conm ssioner of social services or other officer, board or
departnent authorized to receive children as public charges, the court
shall set a date certain for a pernanency hearing and advise all parties
in court of the date set. The permanency hearing shall be comenced no
later than thirty days after the hearing at which the former foster care
youth was returned to foster care.

(iii) A final order of custody in a pernmanency hearing issued under
this section shall be issued within six nonths following the initial
per manency heari ng.

(2) Al other permanency hearings. At the conclusion of the hearing
pursuant to section one thousand twenty-two, one thousand twenty-seven,
one thousand fifty-two, one thousand ei ghty-nine, one thousand ninety-
one, one thousand ninety-four or one thousand ninety-five of this act at
whi ch the child was remanded or placed and upon the court's approval of
a voluntary placenment instrunent pursuant to section three hundred
fifty-eight-a of the social services law, the court shall set a date
certain for an initial permanency hearing, advise all parties in court
of the date set and include the date in the order. Oders issued in
subsequent court hearings prior to the permanency hearing, including,
but not limted to, the order of placenent issued pursuant to section
one thousand fifty-five of this act, shall include the date certain for
the permanency hearing. The final order in the initial permanency hear-

ing shall be [eenmenced] issued no later than six nmonths fromthe date

[ which—s—siody—days—after] the child was renoved fromhis or her home[+
L ded| , y bl Lt cibli , I b
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(3) Subsequent permanency hearings for a child who continues in out-
of - home pl acenent or who is freed for adoption shall be scheduled for a
date certain which shall be no later than six nonths fromthe conpl etion
of the previous pernanency hearing and such subsequent permanency hear-
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i ngs shal
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be conpleted within thirty days of the date certain set

such heari ngs.
8 4. This act shall take effect on the sixtieth day after it
have becone a | aw and shall apply to proceedi ngs conmenced on and

such date.

for
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