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STATE OF NEW YORK

8658- - A

| N SENATE

February 27, 2024

Introduced by Sens. GANARS, BRI SPORT, SALAZAR -- read tw ce and
ordered printed, and when printed to be cormitted to the Cormmittee on
Transportation -- comm ttee di scharged, bill anmended, ordered

reprinted as anmended and recomitted to said committee

AN ACT to anend the public authorities law, in relation to enacting the
"get congestion pricing right act"

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "get congestion pricing right act".

8§ 2. Legislative findings and intent. The |egislature hereby finds and
declares the inmportance of the New York Metropolitan Transportation
Authority (MIA) and affirms the duty of the legislature to ensure that
the MIA operates effectively. The MIA provides an essential service:
transporting mllions of New Yorkers on billions of trips each year to
and fromtheir places of work, worship, and gathering. The |egislature
further finds that, as the MIA noves to inplement congestion pricing,
the MIA nust al so encourage the use of public transit as an alternative
by providing nore frequent, reliable, and affordable service - partic-
ularly bus service. The legislature finds that bus systeminvestnents
were at the core of London's successful congestion pricing inplenenta-
tion and declares that New York nust follow suit by investing in its own
bus service prior to the inplenentation of congestion pricing to better
serve riders and attract riders for the long-term

8 3. The public authorities lawis anended by adding a new section
1266-n to read as foll ows:

§ 1266-n. Bus service frequency and reliability and fare-free bus
expansion. 1. The authority shall allocate forty-five mllion dollars in
state funds received to the authority's bus systemto increase frequency
and reliability.

(a) Upon receipt of such funding the authority shall evaluate target-
ing such investnments according, but not limted, to increasing the reli-
ability, frequency, and speed of the follow ng:

(i) feeder routes to subway stations;
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(ii) express buses into the central business district;

(iii) buses that are chronically over capacity; and

(iv) local and select buses.

(b) Routes chosen shall have capacity for nore frequency absent
infrastructure changes and priority shall be given to increasing service
on the lines that are part of the fare-free bus pilot program

(c) The authority shall report on its route decisions in an initial
public report prior to the launch of such investnents. The authority
shall also report an evaluation of frequency and reliability outcones of
each selected route via two reports. The first such report shall be
conpleted no later than Decenber thirty-first, two thousand twenty-four,
and the second such report shall be conpleted no later than one year
after the launch of such investnents. Such outcone reports shall also
include cost and schedule projections for each route funded by such
i ncrease.

(d) Such investnents shall be inplenented by the first day of
congestion pricing's inplenentation.

2. The authority shall allocate forty-five mllion dollars in state
funds received to expand the fare-free bus pilot programwthin the city
of New York.

(a) The fare-free bus pilot program expansion shall |ast for one year

(b) The fare-free bus pilot program expansion shall consist of at
least fifteen new fare-free bus routes and shall cost no nore than
forty-five mllion dollars in net operating costs. Net operating costs
shall be determned by the total costs of inplenenting the fare-free bus
pi |l ot program expansion and shall not accrue to the city of New York

(c) The fare-free bus routes included in the fare-free bus pil ot
program expansi on shall be selected by the authority, and nay include
either New York City Transit Authority or MIA bus routes, provided that
there shall be at least three new fare-free bus routes wthin each of
the following counties: Kings county. New York county., Queens county,
Ri chnond county, and Bronx county.

(d) The factors considered by the authority in selecting such fare-
free bus routes shall include but not be linited to:

(i) service adequacy and equity for lowincone and econom cally disad-
vant aged comunities; and

(ii) access to enploynent and commercial activity in areas served by
such fare-free routes.

(e) Each route selected shall neet a mninmumthreshold of twenty thou-
sand daily riders.

(f) The authority shall report to its board on the fare-free bus pil ot
program expansion after it has been in effect for three nonths, six
nont hs, and again upon the conclusion of the fare-free bus pilot program
expansion. Such reports shall also be sent to the governor and every
nenber of the state legislature and shall include, but not be limted
to, the follow ng conparative perfornance netrics:

(i) ridership totals relative to equivalent tine periods before the
fare-free bus pilot program expansion took effect;

(ii) percent of schedul ed service delivered;

(iii) average end-to-end bus speed changes;

(iv) custoner journey tine perfornance;

(v) additional bus stop tine and travel tine;

(vi) wait assessnents;

(vii) the cost to provide such service item zed by route; and

(viii) schedul ed service freguency.
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(g) The authority shall also survey riders on the fare-free routes at
the three-, six- and twelve-nonth marks on topics including but not
limted to:

(i) overall rider satisfaction;

(ii) real and perceived econonmic benefit experienced by riders,
including econoni c savi ngs;

(iii) experience of security and safety when riding the fare-free bus;
and

(vi) general denpgraphic information including annual incone, vehicle
access, race and ethnicity, disability status, age. and enroll nent
status in discount program The authority shall also include questions
from the UWMKC Center for Economic Infornmation survey research of the
Kansas City Area Transportation Authority's (KCATA/R deKC) ZeroFare

programquality-of-life effects. Survey nethods shall include in-person
phone and onli ne.
(h) The authority shall inplenent all-door boarding on all fare-free

buses beginning the first day of the fare-free bus pilot program expan-
si on.

(i) The authority shall pronpte the fare-free routes through the
following nethods at a mininum signage on buses, signage at bus st ops,
intersecting subway stops., announcenent on the authority "fares & tolls"
webpage, digital advertisenents on subways. and across MIA social nedia
accounts. Any nessaging pronpting the fare-free routes shall also

include nessaging rem nding riders that such programis on select routes

and that such riders should treat their bus operators with respect and
decorum

(j) The authority shall present the fare-free bus pilot program expan-
sion to its board for approval no later than sixty days after the effec-
tive date of this section, for inplenentation no later than ninety days
after board adoption

8 4. This act shall take effect imediately.




