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STATE OF NEW YORK

8652

| N SENATE

February 26, 2024

Introduced by Sen. KAVANAGH -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmtted to the Committee on Social Services

AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to prohibiting the
requirenment that a court proceeding has been initiated against an
i ndi vidual in order for such individual to qualify for a rent arrears
grant or ongoing rental assistance (Part A); to anend the socia
services law, in relation to renoving the requirenent that rent
arrears be repaid (Part B); to anend the social services law, in
relation to making certain housing progranms available regardless of
immgration status (Part C); and to amend the social services law, in
relati on to authorizing energency assistance to cover rent arrears for
up to twelve nonths (Part D)

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. This act enacts into | aw conponents of |egislation relating
to enmergency rental assistance. Each conponent is wholly contained wth-
in a Part identified as Parts A through D. The effective date for each
particul ar provision contained within such Part is set forth in the |ast
section of such Part. Any provision in any section contained wthin a
Part, including the effective date of the Part, which nmakes a reference
to a section "of this act", when used in connection with that particul ar
component, shall be deemed to mnean and refer to the corresponding
section of the Part in which it is found. Section three of this act sets
forth the general effective date of this act.

PART A

Section 1. Section 131 of the social services law is anmended by addi ng
a new subdivision 21 to read as foll ows:

21. Notwithstanding any other section of lawto the contrary, proof of
a court proceeding that has been initiated against the applicant or
recipient shall not be required to qualify for energency assistance to
cover rent arrears or public assistance to provide ongoing rental

support.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted
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S. 8652 2
8§ 2. This act shall take effect inmediately.
PART B

Section 1. Section 131-w of the social services |aw, as added by chap-
ter 41 of the laws of 1992, is anended to read as foll ows:

§ 131-w. Limitations in the payment of rent arrears. [B-st+iets] Loca
social services districts shall not provide assistance to pay rent
arrears, property taxes or nortgage arrears for persons not eligible for
home relief, aid to dependent children, energency assistance to needy
families with children or emergency assistance for aged, blind and disa-
bled persons, except to persons who are without incone or resources
i medi ately available to neet the enmergency need, whose gross househol d
incone does not exceed one hundred twenty-five percent of the federa

?nconE of ficial poverty !ine [ apd—who—sigh—arepayhient—agreenpnt—agree—

this—echapter]. Local social services districts shall not require a

recipient to repay assistance provided to pay rent arrears. The depart-
ment shall promul gate regulations to inplenment this section which shall
anong ot her things, [establsh—standards—for—the—conrtents—of—repayrent
agreenents—and] establish standards to ensure that assistance is
provided only in emergency circunstances.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect inmediately and shall be deened to
have been in effect on and after March 13, 2020 and shall apply to any
assi stance provided to pay rent arrears on and after such date.

PART C

Section 1. The social services law is anended by adding a new section
131-bbb to read as foll ows:

8 131-bbb. local social services housing prograns in accordance with
subsection d of 8 U S.C. 1621. 1. Notwi thstandi ng any other provision of
law to the contrary, for a local social services district with a popu-
lation of five mllion or npbre, the conmissioner shall pernit such
district to nake the programset forth in chapter ten of title sixty-
eight of the rules of the city of New York, or any successor program
available to fanmlies and individuals who would be eligible but for such
federal law restricting eligibility for such benefits based on imm-
gration status; and to administer the programin accordance with a plan
approved pursuant to 18 NY.C R R § 352.3(a)(3).

2. Funds appropriated by New York state for services and expenses of a
programto provide shelter supplenents at local option to individuals
and famlies regardless of inmmgration status shall be authorized by the
departnment to reinburse a local social services district with a popu-
lation of five mllion or nore to fund the programset forth in subdivi-
sion one of this section pursuant to the approved plan provided that
funds are first wused to reinburse rental costs above the naxinmum rent
levels in place as of January first, two thousand twenty-one up to the
United States departnent of housing and urban devel opnent's fair market
rent level for the famly honel essness and eviction prevention supple-
nent pursuant to section one hundred thirty-one-bb of this title.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.

PART D
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Section 1. Section 131 of the social services |law is anmended by adding
a new subdi vision 22 to read as foll ows:

22. Notwi thstanding any other law, rule or regulation to the contrary,
any energency assistance to cover rent arrears may be provided for a
period of up to twelve nonths, unless a local social services district
determines in its discretion that additional assistance is necessary to
cover rent arrears in a particular case

8§ 2. Section 350-]j of the social services |law is anended by adding a
new subdi vision 6 to read as foll ows:

6. Wien any energency assistance is used to cover rent arrears froma
funding source that requires |ocal cost sharing, the local cost of such
assi stance shall be fifty percent of the total energency assi stance.

8 3. This act shall take effect immediately.

8§ 2. Severability. If any clause, sentence, paragraph, section or part
of this act shall be adjudged by any court of conpetent jurisdiction to
be invalid and after exhaustion of all further judicial review, the
judgrment shall not affect, inpair, or invalidate the renainder thereof,
but shall be confined in its operation to the clause, sentence, para-
graph, section or part of this act directly involved in the controversy
in which the judgnment shall have been rendered.

8 3. This act shall take effect imediately; provided, however, that
the applicable effective date of Parts A through D of this act shall be
as specifically set forth in the last section of such Parts.




