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STATE OF NEW YORK

8534

| N SENATE

February 9, 2024

Introduced by Sen. HOYLMAN-SI GAL -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and
when printed to be conmtted to the Conmittee on Transportation

AN ACT to anend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to prohibiting
the use of virtual reality devices while operating a notor vehicle

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 1 and paragraphs (a) and (b) of subdivision 2
of section 1225-d of +the vehicle and traffic |law, subdivision 1 as
anended by section 6 and paragraphs (a) and (b) of subdivision 2 as
anended by section 8 of part C of chapter 58 of the |aws of 2013, are
anended to read as foll ows:

1. Except as otherw se provided in this section, no person shall oper-
ate a notor vehicle while using any portable electronic device while
such vehicle is in notion; nor shall a person use any portable electron-
ic device that obstructs their vision, in full or in part, while operat-
ing such vehicle; provided, however, that no person shall operate a
commerci al nmotor vehicle while using any portable el ectronic device on a
public highway including while tenporarily stationary because of traf-
fic, a traffic control device, or other nonentary delays. Provided
further, however, that a person shall not be deened to be operating a
commercial nmotor vehicle while using a portable el ectronic device on a
publ i ¢ hi ghway when such vehicle is stopped at the side of, or off, a
public highway in a | ocation where such vehicle is not otherw se prohib-
ited from stopping by law, rule, regulation or any |lawful order or
direction of a police officer.

(a) "Portable electronic device" shall nean any hand-held nobile tele-
phone, as defined by subdivision one of section twelve hundred twenty-
five-c of this article, personal digital assistant (PDA), handheld
device with nobile data access, |aptop conputer, pager, broadband
personal conmuni cation device, two-way nessaging device, electronic
game, [e+] portable conputing device, virtual reality device, augnented
reality device, or any other electronic device when used to input,
wite, send, receive, or read text for present or future conmunication.
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(b) "Using" shall mean holding or wearing a portable electronic device
while viewing, taking or transmtting inmages, playing ganes, or, for the
pur pose of present or future conmunication: performng a conmand or
request to access a world wi de web page, conposing, sending, reading,
Vi ewi ng, accessing, browsing, transmitting, saving or retrieving e-mail,
text nessages, instant nmessages, or other el ectronic data.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect inmmediately.



