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STATE OF NEW YORK

8446--B

| N SENATE

January 30, 2024

Introduced by Sen. BRESLIN -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when

printed to be conmtted to the Conmittee on Elections -- conmittee
di scharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anended and recommtted
to said conmittee -- comittee discharged, bill anmended, ordered

reprinted as anended and recomritted to said committee

AN ACT to anend the election law, in relation to county conmittee desig-
nations of candidates for certain offices

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The election law is anended by adding a new section 6-127
to read as foll ows:

8 6-127. Designation by county conmttee. 1. Party designation of a
candidate for nonmination at a prinmary election in counties, excluding
counties located within a city with a population of one million or nore,

for any office to be filled by the voters of the entire county shall be
made by the county conmmittee, if the party rules of such county so
provi de.

2. Party designation of a candidate for nomnation at a prinary
election for any office whose electoral district is contained within a
county, excluding counties located within a city with a population of
one mnmillion or nore, shall be nade by the county conmttee nenbers
representing the district associated with such office, if the party
rules of such county so provide

3. For each assenbly district or part of an assenbly district from
which delegates to a judicial nonminating convention are to be elected
pursuant to section 6-124 of this article, excluding those assenbly
districts or parts of assenbly districts that are |located within cities
with a population of one mllion or nbre, candidates for the position of
judicial delegate and alternate judicial delegate to be elected at a
primary election shall be designated by the county conmittee nenbers
representing such assenbly district or part of an assenbly district, if
the party rules of the county containing such assenbly district or part
of an assenbly district so provide.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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4, Designations nmade pursuant to subdivisions one through three of
this section shall be made by weighted vote of all county conmmittee

nenbers qualified to vote for each such designation. The vote of county
conm ttee nenbers shall be held not earlier than twenty-one days before
the first day to sign designating petitions and not later than the first
day to sign designating petitions for the primary election. Wthin four
days after such votes are taken, the county commttee shall file wth
the county board of elections the nanes of the persons who have been
designated and the offices or delegate positions for which they have
been designated. Upon the vote for each such designation, each county
conm ttee nenber shall be entitled to cast a nunber of votes which shal

be in accordance with the ratio which the nunber of votes for the party
candidate for governor on the line or colum of the party at the |ast
preceding general election in the unit of representation such nenber
represents bears to the total vote cast on such line or columm at such
election for such candidate for governor in the entire district associ-
ated with the office or delegate position for which the designhation is
bei ng made. The apportionnent of such votes as so prescribed shall be
determined by the rules of the party. The person receiving the majority
of the weighted vote shall be the party's designated candidate for noni -
nation at the prinmary election, or, if such designationis for a judi-
cial delegate or alternate judicial delegate, for election at the prina-
ry election, and all other persons who shall have received twenty-five
percent or nore of the weighted vote cast on any ballot shall have the
right to nmake witten demand, duly acknow edged, to the county board of
elections that their nanes appear on the primary ballot as candidates
for such nonmination or delegate position. Such denmand shall be nade not
later than seven days after the vote of the county committee nenbers and
nmay be withdrawn in the sanme manner within fourteen days of such vote.

5. Party designation of a candidate for nomnation at a prinary
election for any office whose electoral district enconpasses portions of
nore than one county shall be nmade by the county commttee nenbers
representing the district associated with such office, if the party
rules of each county containing a portion of the district so provide,
except where any such county is located within a city with a population
of one mllion or nore.

6.(a) Designations nmde pursuant to subdivision five of this section
shall be nade by weighted vote of all county comittee nenbers qualified
to vote for each such designation

(b) The county committee of each county included within an electora
district or districts for which such a designation is being nade shal
convene a neeting for the purpose of ascertaining and certifying the
votes of its nenbers who are qualified to vote for any such designation.
Each such neeting shall be held not earlier than twenty-one days before
the first day to sign designating petitions and not Jlater than seven
days before the first day to sign designating petitions for the prinmary
election. During each such neeting, for each elected office for which
nenbers of the county conmittee are eligible to participate in the
candi dat e desi gnation process, a vote shall be held wherein each county
conmttee nenber eligible to vote for such designation shall be entitled
to cast a single ballot specifying the nane of one person whomthe
nenber w shes to designate as a candidate for such nom nation

(c) Wthin four days after such neeting is held. the county conmmttee
shall file wth the state board of elections a docunent., certified by
the chairperson and the secretary of the county commttee, identifyinag,
for each elected office for which nenbers of the county conm ttee cast
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designating ballots, the nanme of each county conmittee nenber who cast a
ball ot during the vote, the unit of representation each such menber

represents, and the nane of the person whom each such nenber voted to
desi gnat e.

(d) For each elected office for which the state board of el ections
receives certified results of designating votes fromthe county comit-
tees of the counties included within the electoral district associated
with such office, the state board of elections shall determne, w¢thin
seven days of receiving such results, the weighted vote of all county
conm ttee nenbers who voted for such designation. The weighted vote of
each such comittee nenber shall be equivalent to the ratio which the
nunber of votes for the party candidate for governor on the line or
columm of the party at the |ast preceding general election in the unit
of representation such nenber represents bears to the total vote cast on
such line or colum at such election for such candidate for governor in
the entire district associated with the office for which the designation
is being nmade.

(e) If any person received a majority of the weighted vote, that
person shall be the party's designated candidate for nonmination at the
primary election, and all other persons who shall have received twenty-
five percent or nore of the weighted vote shall have the right to make
witten demand, duly acknow edged, to the state board of elections that
their nanes appear on the primary ballot as candidates for such nom -
nation. Such demand shall be nade not |later than seven days after the
first day to sign designating petitions for the prinary election and nmay
be withdrawn in the sane manner within fourteen days of the first day to
sign designating petitions for the prinmary el ection.

7. No person may, in a given vear, be chosen as a party's designated
candidate for nomnation at a primary election or make witten demand to
any board of elections that their nane appear on the primary ballot as a
candidate for party nomnation for nore than one office pursuant to the
provisions of this section.

8. Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, enrolled nenbers of
the party nmay nmake designations by petition for a nenber of the sane
party pursuant to section 6-136 of this article.

9. Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, party nom nations
for village and town elections may be made by caucus pursuant to title
two of this article and section 6-108 of this article, respectively. For
el ections wherein nom nees are chosen by caucus, the provisions of this
section shall not be applicable.

§ 2. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a | aw.




