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STATE OF NEW YORK

8437

| N SENATE

January 30, 2024

Introduced by Sen. CHU -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Education

AN ACT to establish a conmission for the educational advancenent of
multilingual Ilearners in New York; and providing for the repeal of
such provisions upon expiration thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Conmi ssion established. (a) A conmission, to be known as
the commi ssion for the educational advancenment of nultilingual |earners,
hereafter referred to as "the commission”, is hereby established to
study and provide a report on the best practices and |legislative recom
mendations to close the achi evemrent gap and hi gh school graduation rates
between multilingual |learners and their English proficient peers from
preki ndergarten through twelfth grade. Such report wll advise the
| egi sl ature, the governor, the board of regents, and New York state
education officials on the best practices and |egislative recomenda-
tions to close the achi evenent gap, and the feasibility and cost to
i npl ement such practices in schools.

(b) The commission shall be conposed of nine nmenbers, appointed as
follows: (i) two nenbers shall be appointed by the governor; (ii) two
menbers shall be appointed by the speaker of the assenbly; (iii) two
menbers shall be appointed by the tenporary president of the senate;
(iv) two nenbers shall be appointed by the conm ssioner of the New York
state departnent of education; and (v) one nenber shall be the chancel -
lor of the board of regents or appointed thereof. The conmi ssion shal
be chaired by a person chosen by a majority vote at the first neeting of
the comm ssion. The vice-chairperson of the commission shall be
appoi nted by the chairperson. Vacancies in the nmenbership of the comm s-
sion shall be filled in the manner provided for original appointnents.

(c) The conmission shall be nmade up of at least: (i) one education
prof essi onal who specializes in English to Speakers of Oher Languages
and Bilingual Prograns; (ii) one teacher who has experience working with
mul tilingual students; (iii) one education professional who has experi-
ence working with early childhood nultilingual l|earners; (iv) one educa-
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tion professional who has experience wth nmultilingual newoners and
high school graduation; and (v) one education professional who has
expertise in education equity of New York state students.

(d) The nenbers of the conm ssion shall receive no conpensation for
their services, but shall be allowed their actual and necessary expenses
incurred in the performance of their duties hereunder

(e) The conmmi ssion shall comence no |ater than 30 days after this act
shal | beconme a | aw.

§ 2. Appointments to conm ssion. The legislative | eaders, the gover-
nor, the <chancellor of the board of regents, and the conmm ssioner of
education shall submit their appointnents to the board of regents, and
the board of regents shall make such appointnments, no |ater than 30 days
after this act shall becone a | aw

8§ 3. Conmission staff and agency liaison. (a) The comm ssioner of
education shall designate such enpl oyees of the department of education
as are reasonably necessary to provide support services to the conm s-
sion. The conm ssioner of education shall appoint one or nore represen-
tatives of the department of education to serve as |iaison between such
departnent and the conm ssion.

(b) Al state agencies, public authorities, public benefit corpo-
rations and any public school district in New York state shall provide
such assi stance as may be reasonably requested by the chair of the
conmi ssi on.

(c) The comm ssion, acting by the chair of the conm ssion, may enpl oy
additional staff and consultants, who shall be paid fromamunts avail-
able to the comm ssion for such purposes.

8 4. Acconplishnment of purpose. The commi ssion shall be authorized and
enpowered to undertake any studies, inquiries, surveys or analyses it
may deem rel evant. The conmi ssion shall neet and hol d public hearings or
private neetings within or outside the state, and shall have all the
powers of a legislative commttee pursuant to the legislative |aw

8 5. Report on best practices and |egislative recommendati ons. The
comm ssion shall make a report of its findings, including any reconmen-
dations for legislative action as it nmay deem necessary and appropri ate,
to the governor, the tenporary president of the senate, the speaker of
the assenbly, the chairperson of the senate comittee on education, the
chairperson of the senate committee on New York City education, the
chairperson of the assenbly comrittee on education, the board of
regents, and the comm ssioner of education no |ater than Decenmber 31,
2023.

8 6. This act shall take effect immediately and shall expire and be
deened repeal ed 2 years after such date.



