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STATE OF NEW YORK

8350

| N SENATE

January 19, 2024

Introduced by Sen. BROUK -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Hi gher Education

AN ACT to anmend the education law, in relation to creating the school-
based nental health | oan repaynent program

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative findings. The Ilegislature acknow edges that
there is a nental health crisis anmong our youth, especially in our nost
vul nerabl e communities. The | egislature al so acknow edges that there is
a shortage of nental health professionals working in schools across the
state. In order to conbat the youth nental health crisis, the |egisla-
ture acknow edges the benefits of a |oan repaynment programfor the
prof essi onal s working in the nost underserved school s.

§ 2. Section 605 of the education law is amended by adding a new
subdi vision 13 to read as foll ows:

13. New York state school -based nental health | oan repaynent program
a. Purpose. The president shall grant |oan repaynent awards for the
purpose of increasing the nunber of youth nental health professionals
enpl oyed in underserved schools across New York state. Such awards shal
be nade on a conpetitive basis to applicants who have graduated from an
institution of higher education approved or registered by the regents.

b. FEligibility. (1) To be eligible to receive an award pursuant to
this subdivision, an applicant nust be a resident of New York state who
has graduated from an institution of higher education and has an
out st andi ng student | oan debt.

(2) For purposes of this subdivision, a youth nental health profes-
sional can be a certified or licensed school psychologist, school coun-
selor, or social worker.

(3) Underserved schools shall be schools with student to nental health
professional ratios belowthe recommended levels pronulgated by the
president in conjunction wth the conmmissioner for purposes of this
subdi vi si on.

(4) Such award shall be made annually to eligible applicants who
prior to accepting such award, are conmitted to at |east four years of
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service as a youth nental health professional in an underserved school
and such award shall not exceed thirty thousand dollars per year and

shall be nade to applicants pursuant to the foll ow ng schedul e:

(i) thirty percent of the total award for the first year;

(ii) thirty percent for the second vyear; and

(iii) any unpaid balance of the total award not to exceed the maxi num
award ampunt for the third year.

(5) Recipients of such awards shall be eligible to apply for other
awar ds establ i shed under this chapter.

c. Duration. Such award shall be nmade annually, for no nore than four
yvears, to applicants who remain eligible under this subdivision and who
are certified as such by the corporation.

d. Anmpunt. The corporation shall grant such awards within the anpunt
appropriated for such purpose and based on availability of funds in an
anpunt  not to exceed the total cost of the conpletion of such degree
prograns. Cost of conpletion of such degrees shall include tuition at an
institution of higher education approved or registered by the regents
and other required or reasonable student fees.

8 3. This act shall take effect inmediately.




