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STATE OF NEW YORK

8089

| N SENATE

January 5, 2024

Introduced by Sen. HOYLMAN-SI GAL -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and
when printed to be conmtted to the Conmttee on Rul es

AN ACT to anmend a chapter of the |aws of 2023 relating to establishing a
dysl exi a and dysgraphia task force, as proposed in legislative bills
nunbers S. 2599 and A 133, in relation to establishing a dyslexia and
dysgraphia task force and in relation to the effectiveness thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1 of a chapter of the laws of 2023 relating to
establishing a dyslexia and dysgraphia task force, as proposed in |egis-
lative bills nunbers S. 2599 and A 133, is anended to read as foll ows:

Section 1. Dyslexia and dysgraphia task force. 1. The conmi ssioner of
education shall establish a task force to exam ne appropriate and effec-
tive evidence-based dysl exia and dysgraphia screening nethods, reading
i nterventions, and other educational supports for students in kindergar-
ten through grade five. The task force shall consist of at |east ten
menbers, including the conmi ssioner of education or their designee, who

shall serve as chair of the task force. The renmining nmenbers shall be
appoi nted by the comn ssioner of education in such a manner to ensure
that all regions of the state are represented, and shall include: (a) at

| east two nenbers who specialize in identifying, evaluating, and diag-
nosi ng individuals with dyslexia or dysgraphia; (b) at |east one nenber
who specializes in educating individuals with dyslexia or dysgraphi a;
(c) at least one nenber who is a parent of a student wth dyslexia or
dysgraphia; (d) at |east one menber with dyslexia or dysgraphia; (e) at
| east one nmenber froman institute of higher education who is an expert
in dyslexia or dysgraphia; and (f) at |east one nenber who is a public
school teacher who specializes in teaching literacy and evidence-based
reading instruction. Al nmenbers shall have expertise in fields or
disciplines related to the identification of students wth |earning
disabilities including the wunique educational needs of students with
dyslexia or dysgraphia. The task force shall be dissolved upon
subm ssion of its report pursuant to subdivision three of this section.
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2. The task force shall conduct at |east two public hearings for the
pur pose of obtaining information from stakehol ders and other interested
parties including but not Iimted to speech pathologists, reading
speci alists, teachers, school adm nistrators, and parents.

3. The task force shall prepare and submit a report of its findings
and reconmendations to the conmm ssioner of education, the governor,
temporary president of the senate and speaker of the assenbly [eighteen
mort-hs—after—the—effective—date—of—this—act] on or before twelve nonths
after the effective date of this act. The report shall include but not
be limted to the followi ng recomendations: (a) peer-reviewed,
evi dence-based screening nethods for dyslexia and dysgraphia for use by
school districts; (b) peer-revi ewed, evidence-based dyslexia and
dysgraphia interventions and other educational supports for use by
school districts; and (c) best practices that may be used by schoo
districts to ensure effective screening nethods, interventions, and
ot her educational supports for dyslexia and dysgraphi a.

4. The conmm ssioner of education shall make publicly available on the
state education departnent's website information regarding the recom
nended evi dence- based screening nethods, interventions, and educational
supports for dyslexia and dysgraphia submitted in the report pursuant to
subdivision three of this section.

5. For the purposes of this act, the term "screening nethods" my
include exanmining the wuse and frequency of dyslexia or dysgraphia
screeners that are valid, reliable, |ow cost, and devel opnental |y appro-
priate that neasure deficits in areas including: (a) phonol ogi cal aware-
ness; (b) phonological or [|anguage-based nmenory; (c) rapid automatic
nam ng; (d) receptive vocabul ary; (e) phonics skills; (f) decoding and
encoding real and pseudo-words; (g) oral reading fluency; and (h) writ-
ing at the sentence and paragraph | evel. Such screeners shall be inclu-
sive of students wth diverse racial, linguistic, and soci o-econonic
backgrounds, and factor famlial history.

§ 2. Section 2 of a chapter of the |laws of 2023 relating to establish-
ing a dyslexia and dysgraphia task force, as proposed in |legislative
bills nunbers S. 2599 and A. 133, is anended to read as foll ows:

8 2. This act shall take effect [Janua#y—4——2024—and—shaLL—e*p+#e—and

] inmedi ately.
8 3. This act shall take effect i medi ately; provided however the

provi sions of section one of this act shall take effect on the sane date
and in the sanme nmanner as a chapter of the laws of 2023 relating to
establishing a dyslexia and dysgraphia task force, as proposed in |egis-
lative bills nunmbers S. 2599 and A. 133, takes effect.




