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STATE OF NEW YORK

8028

| N SENATE

January 5, 2024

Introduced by Sen. STEWART-COUSINS -- read twi ce and ordered printed,
and when printed to be conmtted to the Conm ttee on Rul es

AN ACT to anmend the executive law, in relation to establishing standards
for the evacuation of individuals with disabilities from high-rise
buil dings during an energency; and to anend a chapter of the | aws of
2023 anendi ng the executive law relating to standards for establishing
and mai ntai ning an emergency evacuation plan for individuals wth
disabilities, as proposed in legislative bills nunbers S. 264-A and A
6291-A, in relation to the effectiveness thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 3-a of section 378 of the executive law, as
added by a chapter of the laws of 2023 anmendi ng the executive |aw rel at-
ing to standards for establishing and maintaining an enmergency evacu-
ation plan for individuals with disabilities, as proposed in |egislative
bills nunbers S. 264-A and A 6291-A, is amended to read as foll ows:

3-a. a. Standards for emergency planning and preparedness for high-

rise bU|Id|ngs [Le—ehsH4e—ehe#gehey—e¥eeeaL+9n—d#+LLsT—¢+#e—saLeLy—and

address the needs of |nd|V|duaIs mnth dlsabllltles mhlch shaII be devel -
oped in consultation with organi zati ons that advocate on behalf of indi

V|duals MAth dlsabllltles to be |dent|f|ed bv the [Fndependent—ageney—as

eh&ppep] deoartnent of state in consultat|on mtth the offlce of t he

chief disability officer.

b. The [#foellowng—elenrents] standards to be developed shall [be
Fnekuded—kn—eaeh—enehgeney—&nﬁuﬂﬁn44¥+4ﬂ4yﬂ consider but not be limted

(|) procedures for evacuating individuals with disabilities;

(it) if it is necessary for the fire safety and energency evacuation
plan that the owner or the owner's agent shall establish and maintain to
include a list of nanes and room nunbers for individuals with disabili-
ties who have affirmatively notified the owner or the owner's agent that

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
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they are disabled [ard]. would require assistance in the event of an

] and have requested that
their nanes and room nunbers be included in such list;

(iii) if it is necessary for the fire safety and energency evacuation
plan that the owner or the owner's agent shall establish and maintain to
include a notification nechanism to the occupants that a Ilist of
[ persons] individuals with disabilities [+r] who would need [ef] assist-
ance in case of an energency [exsts] may exist and is maintained by the
owner or the owner's agent, that such list would include only those
individuals who have requested inclusion, that such list would be nude
available to building staff and nanagenent as well as l|local |aw enforce-
nent and fire safety personnel, and the nmethod by which occupants can

affirmatively place their name on such Ilst

—the] if it is necessary for the fire safety and energency evacu-
ation plan that the owner or the owner's agent shall establish and nain-
tain to include information on the location and type of evacuation

assi stance devices or assistive technologies that are available wthin
t he bU|Id|ng, and

(v) if it is necessary for the fire safety and energency evacuation
plan that the owner or the owner's agent shall establish and maintain to
contain floor plans identifying the locations of accessible egress
routes, including areas of refuge and exterior areas for assisted care.

c. Notwithstanding any provision of lawto the contrary, standards
devel oped pursuant to this subdivision shall specify that:

(i) it shall be the duty of every owner of a high-rise building, or of
the owner's agent, to establish and maintain [ar] a fire safety and
energency evacuation pl an as provided for in this subdivision;

(ii) the owner or owner's agent shall nake the fire safety and ener-
gency evacuation plan avail abl e [ 4per—+eguest—to-

A¥] in the building for reference and review by building managenent
and staff, subject to paragraph h of this subdivision, and by building
occupants, provided that if any such plan is required to include a 1list
of individuals with disabilities who have affirmatively notified the
owner_or the owner's agent that they are disabled, would need assistance
in the case of an energency. and have requested that their nanes and
room nunbers be included in such list, building occupants shall not be
given access to any such list of individuals with disabilities and their
room nunbers;

(iii) copies of the fire safety and energency evacuation plan shall be

provided to local law enforcenent and fire safety personnel upon
request; and

4] (iv) the fire safety and emergency evacuation plan shall be
made available in a |arge-print docunent (18-point font size or l|arger);
Braille (Grade 11); and/or any other alternative formats upon request,.
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subject to the |limtations on dissemnation to building occupants of any
list of individuals with disabilities and their room nunbers contained
in subparagraph (ii) of this paragraph

d. A copy of the fire safety and enmergency evacuation plan shall be
mai ntained at all tines in a place easily accessible by | aw enforcenent
and/or fire safety personnel [ —reluding]. Such a place nmay include but

is not limted to the managenent office, the security desk, in the
vicinity of the firefighter's elevator recall key, the life safety

panel, or the fire punp room |[lps—the—-absence—-of—anyr—of—the—locations
L L N hdivici : bl bl L] L I

=] On an annual basis, every high-rise building owner or the agent of
such owner shall wupdate the fire safety and energency evacuation plan
and provide occupants with a notice detailing the provisions of the fire
saf ety and emnergency evacuation plan.

dollare—

=] f. As used in this subdivision, "high-rise bui I ding" neans a
building with an occupied floor |I|ocated nore than seventy-five feet
above the |l owest |level of fire department vehicle access.

g. Notwi thstanding any other provision of this subdivision, (i) this

subdi vision shall not apply to hospitals as defined in subdivision one
of section twenty-eight hundred one of the public health |law,  assisted
living residences licensed under article forty-six-B of the public

health law, and adult care facilities licensed under article seven of
the social services law, and (ii) residential high-rise buildings whose
units are limted to households containing residents fifty years of age
and older and that have inplenented specialized evacuation plans in
consultation with local first responders may use those plans to satisfy
the requirenents of this subdivision.

h. Any building managenent, building staff, local |aw enforcenent and
fire safety personnel who receive, as part of or in connection wth a
fire safety and energency evacuation plan devel oped pursuant to this
subdivision, a list of individuals with disabilities who require assi st-
ance in the event of an energency shall maintain the confidentiality of
the information in such list and shall use and disclose it only for
pur poses permtted pursuant to this subdivision or any standards devel -
oped pursuant to this subdivision.

8§ 2. Section 2 of a chapter of the laws of 2023 anmending the executive
law relating to standards for establishing and mai ntai ning an energency
evacuation plan for individuals with disabilities, as proposed in |egis-
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lative bills nunbers S. 264-A and A. 6291-A, is anended to read as

foll ows:
§ 2. This act shall take effect [ena—the—hinetieth—dayarter—t—shat-

] January 1, 2025. Effective inmre-
diately, the addition, anmendnent and/or repeal of any rule or regulation
necessary for the inplenentation of this act on its effective date are
aut horized to be made and conpleted on or before such effective date.

§ 3. This act shall take effect inmmedi ately; provided, however, that
section one of this act shall take effect on the same date and in the
same nmanner as a chapter of the laws of 2023 anendi ng the executive | aw
relating to standards for establishing and naintaining an energency
evacuation plan for individuals with disabilities, as proposed in |egis-
lative bills numbers S. 264-A and A 6291-A takes effect.




