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STATE OF NEW YORK

7870

| N SENATE

January 3, 2024

Introduced by Sen. MAY -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Transportation

AN ACT to anend the transportation law, in relation to establishing a
bi cycl e and pedestrian pl anni ng assi stance program

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The transportation |aw is anmended by adding a new section
14-0 to read as fol |l ows:

8 14-0. Bicycle and pedestrian planning assistance program 1. Program
established. There is hereby established within the departnent a "bicy-
cle and pedestrian planning assistance progrant. The purposes of the
program shall be to provide county and nunicipal governnents with plan-
ning assistance for locally driven projects and activities that lead to
bi cycle and pedestrian friendly infrastructure.

2. Application to program (a) The comnmi ssioner shall create a conpet-
itive application process under which county and nunicipal governnents
nmay apply for assistance under the program The conmi ssioner shal
devel op evaluation nethods for approval or denial of county and nunici-
pal governnents that have applied to the programfor assistance, in
accordance with the criteria under paragraph (b) of this subdivision.

(b) In order for a county or nunicipal governnent's application for
assistance to be approved under paragraph (a) of this subdivision, such
county or nunicipal governnment's application shall include evidence
t hat :

(i) sincere interest exists in the local conmmunity within such county
or municipality in inproving bicycle and pedestrian friendly infrastruc-
ture;

(ii) safety issues exist within such county or nunicipality due to a
significant need for inproved bicycle and pedestrian friendly infras-
tructure, and that such safety issues can be addressed if assistance is
provi ded under the program

(iii) if such application is approved, planning efforts will be
directed towards the needs of special populations including, but not
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limted to, senior citizens, children and/or people with disabilities;
and/ or

(iv) such county or nmunicipal governnent has an existing conplete
streets policy under section three hundred thirty-one of the highway
law, or an existing commtnent to adopting such a policy.

(c) To the extent practicable, at least thirty-five percent of appli-
cations approved pursuant to this subdivision shall be for projects in
di sadvantaged comunities, or that the county or nunicipal governnent
denmonstrates will provide a beneficial inpact to one or nore disadvan-
taged communities.

3. Assistance under program (a) Al planning efforts for inproved
bi cycle and pedestrian friendly infrastructure under the program shal
be locally driven, including the commitnent of personnel and/or finan-
cial resources by the county or nunicipal governnent., public outreach,
and participation by local officials and citizens.

(b) The programshall provide support to county and nunicipal govern-
nments approved under subdivision two of this section, at no cost, for
the following planning activities to inprove bicycle and pedestrian
friendly infrastructure, including, but not linmted to:

(i) Evaluation of bicycle and/or pedestrian safety issues and the
devel opnent of potential solutions;

(ii) Conprehensive bicycle and/or pedestrian plans or circulation
el enent s;

(iii) Bicycle and/or pedestrian circulation studies focusing on key
corridors or activity centers in the county or municipality, including,
but not linmted to schools, parks, shopping centers, transit stations,
enpl oynent centers, and other conmunity facilities;

(iv) Planning location or feasibility assessnents for shared-use
paths, including rail trails and rail with trails;

(v) Conplete streets policy devel opnent and inplenentation plans under
section three hundred thirty-one of the highway | aw

(vi) Sidewal k inventories;

(vii) Walkability audits:;

(viii) Inventories or audits of bicycle conpatible roadways and desi g-
nated bicycle facilities:;

(ix) Bicycle suitability nmapping;

(x) Deficiency analyses, in terns of bicycle and/or pedestrian travel
along selected routes to schools, transit facilities, downtown areas,
and other frequently comuted routes, along wth reconmendations for
mtigating such deficiencies:;

(xi) Residential neighborhood or downtown traffic calm ng; and/or

(xii) Safe routes to school travel projects under subdivision thirty-
five of section fourteen of this article.

4. Funding. The conmissioner shall, subject to leqgislative approval,
appropriate any funds necessary for the adnministration of the program
fromthose received by the state under the federal departnent of trans-
portation's congestion mtigation and air quality inprovenent program

5. Rules and reqgulations. The conmissioner shall be authorized to
pronul gate any rules and/or regul ations necessary for the inplenmentation
of the provisions of this section.

6. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the following terns
shall have the follow ng neanings:

(a) "Di sadvantaged conmunities" neans communities that bear burdens of
negative public health effects, environnmental pollution, inpacts of
climate change, and possess certain socioeconomc criteria, or conprise
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hi gh-concentrations of |ow and noderate-incone households, as identi-
fied pursuant to section 75-0111 of the environnental conservation |aw.
(b) "Programl’ nmeans the bicycle and pedestrian planning assi stance
program establi shed pursuant to subdivision one of this section.
8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw.




