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STATE OF NEW YORK

7779--A

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

Decenber 1, 2023

Introduced by Sen. BROUK -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be commtted to the Conmittee on Rules -- conmittee
di scharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anended and recommitted

to said committee

AN ACT to amend the public health law, in relation to the creation of a
communi ty doul a expansion grant progranmi and to anend the state
finance law, in relation to the comunity doula expansion grant
program fund

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative findings. The | egislature hereby declares that
poor maternal and infant health outcones, especially when it cones to
racial disparities, are a public health crisis that pose a threat to the
health, welfare, and quality of life of child bearing people, infants
and their famlies. The |egislature hereby acknowl edges that comrunity-
based doula care is one solution in addressing this public health
crisis. The legislature al so acknow edges inbal ances in how doula care
is accessed in different communities. The | egislature al so acknow edges
how doul as in the BI POC conmunity are integrated, or |lack integration
into the mternal health continuum The |egislature acknow edges that
those seeking to become comunity-based doulas face a nultitude of
barriers, including institutional barriers, wthin the healthcare
conti nuum The | egislature hereby finds the inportance in establishing a
dedi cated fund to support conmunity-based doulas and comrunity-based
doula organizations. This fund woul d be assisting those trying to navi-
gate the Federal and State Medicaid frameworks for doula care to becone
conmuni ty-based doul as. Wich would be one step in solving the existing
barriers to those seeking equitable prenatal, intranatal, and postpartum
care services.

8§ 2. Article 25 of the public health law is anended by adding a new
title 3-Ato read as foll ows:

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] isoldlawto be omtted
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TITLE III-A
COVWUNI TY DOULA EXPANSI ON PROGRAM
Section 2560. Community doul a expansion grant program
2561. Definitions.
2562. Rules and reqgul ations.
2563. Report.

8§ 2560. Community doula expansion grant program The community doul a
expansion grant programis established within the departnent.

8 2561. Definitions. As used in this title:

1. "Eligible providers" shall nean comunity-based organizations
providing for the recruitnent, training, certification, supporting.
and/or nmentoring of comunity-based doul as.

2. "Community-based doula" shall nmean a certified doula that provides
culturally sensitive pregnancy and childbirth education, early |linkage
to health care, and aids birthing persons in navigating other services
and supports that they may need to be healthy.

2562. Rules and requlations. 1. The comm ssioner shall establish a
community doula expansion grant program for eligible providers to
receive funding in the performance of recruitnent, training, certif-
ication, supporting, and/or nentoring of conmunity-based doulas. Such
eligible providers shall neet professionally recognized training stand-
ards, conply with applicable state law and regulations, and shall be
capable of providing culturally congruent care.

2. The conmmissioner is authorized, within anounts appropriated for
such purpose, to nmake grants in accordance with this subdivision. Such
grants may be used for but not linted to the admnistration, faculty
recruitment and devel opnent, start-up costs and other costs incurred for

providing recruitnent, training, certification, supporting, and/ or
nent ori ng of conmmuni ty-based doul as.
3. There shall be an enphasis of appropriating grants to eligible

providers that specifically train, recruit, and enploy doulas from

historically vulnerable communities, BlIPCOC doulas, and bilingual doul as.

This can include grants for doula apprentice prograns.
4, The commissioner shall create and nmintain an awareness and

outreach program The awareness and outreach program shall be estab-
lished for the purpose of providing education and awareness of the
available grants and funds to eligible providers in the state.

8 2563. Report. The conmissioner shall establish a conprehensive 1ist
of reporting netrics to be included in a report due on Decenber thirty-
first, two thousand twenty-four and annually thereafter, to the gover-
nor, to the tenporary president of the senate, and to the speaker of the
assenbly. The report shall include the conprehensive list of reporting
netrics and shall include, but not be limted to, the total anmount of
grants issued, the nunber of eligible providers, and the region of the
state where the eligible provider is |ocated.

8§ 3. The state finance |law is amended by adding a new section 99-rr to
read as foll ows:

8 99-rr. Community doula expansion grant program fund. 1. There is
hereby established in the joint custody of the state conptroller and
conm ssioner of taxation and finance a special fund to be known as the
"Community doul a expansion grant program fund".

2. Such fund shall consist of all nonies appropriated thereto from any
other fund or source pursuant to law. Nothing contained in this section
shall prevent the state fromreceiving grants, gifts or bequests for the
pur poses of the fund as defined in this section and depositing theminto
the fund according to | aw.
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3. Monies shall be payable fromthe fund on the audit and warrant of
the conptroller on vouchers approved and certified by the comr ssi oner
of health.

4. The nonies in such fund shall be expended for the conmunity doul a
expansi on grant programin accordance with the provisions of section
twenty-five hundred sixty-two of the public health |aw

8§ 4. This act shall take effect on the thirtieth day after it shal
have becone a |law. Effective inmediately, the addition, amendment and/or
repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenentation of
this act on its effective date are authorized to be nade and conpl eted
on or before such effective date.




