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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

Cct ober 13, 2023

I ntroduced by Sens. WEBB, SALAZAR -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and

when printed to be coomitted to the Committee on Rules -- reconmitted
to the Conmittee on Whnen's |ssues in accordance with Senate Rule 6,
sec. 8 -- conmittee discharged, bill anmended, ordered reprinted as

amended and recommitted to said comm ttee

AN ACT to require the departnent of health to convene a maternal health
care and birthing standards workgroup; and providing for the repeal of
such provisions upon the expiration thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Maternal health care and birthing standards workgroup. a.
The comm ssioner of health shall convene a workgroup of stakehol ders,
including but not limted to hospitals, obstetricians, mdw ves, doul as,
mat ernal heal th care provider organi zations; nmental health care provider
organi zations; and any additional stakeholders that the conmi ssioner
deens necessary to study, evaluate and nmake reconmendations related to
t he devel opnent of nmaternal health care and birthing standards to ensure
that patients receive the highest quality of care. These recommendations
shall include, but not be Ilimted to, standards that ensure every
patient receives:

(i) fair, courteous and respectful culturally conpetent care free of
di scrim nation;

(ii) accurate and judgnent-free advice and recomrendati ons that allow
for informed decision nmaki ng and consent regarding care and treatnent,
i ncluding risks, benefits, outcones and alternative procedures;

(iii) ~clear, concise and easily understood information about their
care and treatment outconmes, nedical team and birthing options, the
policies and procedures of the hospital or birthing center, and
resources available to them

(iv) an opportunity to discuss their birthing preferences wth their
care team and have such preferences docunented; and
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(v) adequate support during their pregnancy, |abor and chil dbirth,
i ncluding access to doula and nental health services.

b. No later than one year after the effective date of this act, the
wor kgroup shall submt their reconmendations in the form of a witten
report to the conmi ssioner, the speaker of the assenbly, the tenporary
presi dent of the senate, the mnority | eader of the assenbly and the
mnority | eader of the senate.

c. Upon receipt of the workgroup's report, the conm ssioner shal
publish such reconmendations on the departnent of health's website and
update all relevant materials provided to the public through the depart-
ment's health care and wel I ness education and outreach program to
reflect these standards.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shal
have becone a | aw and shall expire 2 years after such effective date
when upon such date the provisions of this act shall be deenmed repeal ed.



