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STATE OF NEW YORK

7538

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

June 5, 2023

Introduced by Sen. SKOUFIS -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Rul es

AN ACT to anmend the village law, in relation to the incorporation of
vi |l | ages

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 1 of section 2-200 of the village law is
amended to read as foll ows:

1. Aterritory containing a population of at |east [fHve—hundred] two
t housand persons who are regular inhabitants thereof, as hereinafter
defined, my be incorporated as a village under this chapter provided
such territory does not include a part of a city or village and further
provided the Iimts of such territory:

a. do not contain nore than five square mles; or

b. are cotermnous with the entire boundaries of a school, fire, fire
protection, fire alarm town special or town inprovenent district; or

c. are cotermnous with parts of the boundaries of nore than one
school, fire, fire protection, fire alarm town special or town inprove-
ment district, all of which are wholly contained within such linmts and
wi thin one town; or

d. are cotermnous with the entire boundaries of a town.

§ 2. Section 2-202 of the village | aw, subparagraph 2 of paragraph f
of subdivision 1 as amended by chapter 181 of the laws of 2004, is
amended to read as foll ows:

§ 2-202 Petition for incorporation. 1. A proceeding for the incorpo-
ration of such territory as a village shall comrence with a petition
The requirenents for such petition are as foll ows:

a. Petitioners. [E-her—ehe—or—both—eoi—the—followng—wo—gouhs—eat
BOESoRs—roy—po-Hon—o—sueh—-rcepoat-ons-

—A+] Signatures from at least twenty [pe—seent] percent of the
residents of such territory qualified to vote for town officers in a

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] isoldlawto be omtted
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town in which all or part of such territory is |ocated shall be required
in order to commence a proceeding for the incorporation of such territo-
ry as a village

]

b. Contents of petition. The petition shall contain the follow ng
i nformation:

(1) An allegation of the basis on which the petition is signed.

(2) The nane of the proposed vill age.

(3) An allegation that such territory contains a population of at
| east [#H—ve—hundred] two thousand regul ar inhabitants.

(4) The manner in which the area requirements of section 2-200 of this
article are satisfied.

(5) A designation of at |least one but no nore than three persons,
giving full nanmes and addresses, on whom and at which addresses al
papers required to be served in connection with the proceeding for
i ncorporation, shall be served. A mgjority of such designees nust reside
in such territory.

(6) Each page of the petition and all exhibits and certifications
shal |l be securely fastened together.

c. Exhibits and certifications. Each copy of the petition shall have
attached thereto prior to the signature pages:

(1) A description of such territory sufficient to identify the
|l ocation and extent of such territory with common certainty and which
shall be in one of the following forns or a conbination thereof: (a) a
metes and bounds description; (b) a description made with reference to
exi sting streets and navi gabl e waters or a conbi nati on of sanme; or (c) a
map show ng existing streets and navi gable waters or a conbination of
same form ng boundaries or netes and bounds or the entire boundaries of
one or nore districts of an entire town.

(2) Alist of the names and address of the regular inhabitants of such
territory.
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e-] Execution of petition. (1) The signatures to a petition shall be
subscri bed on a separate page or pages follow ng the exhibits.

(2) Prefatory statement. Each signature page shall be prefaced by a
statenment of the basis on which the petition is signed and of the peti-
tioners' famliarity with the contents and purpose thereof and the boun-
daries of the territory sought to be incorporated.

(3) Additional information. Follow ng each signature there shall be
set forth, not necessarily by the signer, the signer's address consist-

ing of street nane and nunber, if any, and town|[:i—anpd—F—the—petition
, I I h , I it . I

(4) Authentication. There shall be set forth ét the bottom of each
page of signatures an authenticating affidavit of a witness to the sign-
i ng thereof which shall be in substantially the followi ng form

STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF SS. .

(name of witness)

says:
I oreside at ... in the
(street nanme and nunber)
................................ of
(town, city or village) (nane of municipality)

.............................................. in the State of New York:

I know each of the persons whose nanes are subscribed to the above sheet

having ........ .. . . . . . signatures; and each of them
(nurber)

subscribed the sane in nmy presence.

Sworn to before ne
This .................. day of .................. e e

(official title of officer)
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[#<] e. Filing and deposit. (1) Filing. The original petition shall be
filed with a supervisor of the town in which all or the greatest part of
such territory is located. Duplicate originals, photocopies or other
simlar reproductions of the original petition shall be filed with a
supervisor of each other town in which any portion of such territory is
| ocat ed.

(2) Deposit. At the time of filing of the petition there shall be
deposited with each supervisor with whomthe original or a copy of the
original is filed, the sumof six thousand dollars to pay the cost of
posting, publishing and serving required notices, stenographic services
and services of inspectors of election in the event incorporation is not
ef f ect ed.

8 3. Subdivision 1 of section 2-206 of the village |aw, paragraph b as
anended by chapter 167 of the laws of 1985 and paragraph e as anmended by
chapter 561 of the laws of 1975, is amended to read as foll ows:

1. The supervisor, or supervisors if a joint hearing, wth whom the
petition or copies thereof, were filed, shall neet at the tine and pl ace
specified in such notice and shall hear objections which may be
presented as to the |l egal sufficiency of the petition for incorporation
based upon any of the follow ng grounds:

a. That a person signing such petition was not qualified therefor;

b [ L S . . .
the—persons—si-gh-rg—such—petition—constitute] That the petition does not
contain the signatures of at |east twenty |[per——eent] percent of the

residents in such territory qualified to vote for officers of a town in

which all or part of such territory is |ocated] —hat—such—allegationis
false] ;

&-] That such territory is part of a city or village;

[e-] d. That if such territory is less than an entire town, it
contains nore than five square niles and the limts of such territory
are not cotermnous with the entire boundaries of one school, fire, fire
protection, fire alarm town special or town inprovenent district and
the limts of such territory are not coterm nous with parts of the boun-
daries of nore than one school, fire, fire protection, fire alarm town
special or town inprovenment district, all of which are wholly contained
within such limts and within one town;

[+] e. That such territory does not contain a population of at | east
[ Hve—-hunrdred] two thousand regul ar inhabitants;

[¢=] f. That the petition in any other specified respect does not
conformto the requirenents of this article; or

g. That a study has not been conducted on the fiscal, service, and
taxation interests of the population which would constitute the resi-
dents of such village and the population which constitutes the residents
of such town in which such village would be established.

8 4. The village law is amended by adding a new section 2-260 to read
as follows:
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8§ 2-260 Fiscal study reporting. 1. A fiscal study required pursuant to
paragraph g of subdivision one of section 2-206 of this article shall be
conpleted prior to any village incorporation election takes place.

2. Such fiscal study referenced in subdivision one of this section
shall be submitted to the departnment of state and shall be posted by the
departnent of state on the public facing portion of its website;
provided however, that approval of a village incorporation petition
shall not be deened effective until the study has been conpleted and
publicly posted for a mninmmof ninety days.

§ 5. This act shall take effect imediately; provided however, that
for village incorporation petitions that have coll ected signatures prior
to the effective date of this act, nothing in this act shall deem such
petition signatures invalid; and provided further, that the provisions
of this act shall apply to all such existing village incorporation
petitions, including, without lintation, the new requirenments pursuant
to section 2-260 of the village |law;, and provided further, that such
existing village incorporation petitions shall be required to add addi -
tional signatures, if necessary, to nmeet the new population threshold
establ i shed by section 2-200 of the village |aw




