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STATE OF NEW YORK

7368

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

May 22, 2023

Introduced by Sen. COONEY -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on El ections

AN ACT to anmend the election law, in relation to poll workers

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivisions 3 and 7 of section 3-400 of the el ection |aw,
subdi vision 3 as renunbered by chapter 9 of the |aws of 1978 and subdi-
vision 7 as anmended by chapter 293 of the laws of 2017, are anended to
read as foll ows:

3. [Appei-rtreats—te—the—oiiices—oi——eclegtiern—nspester—ar—pell—clerlcin
tHeal—parties—] The board of elections shall, upon appointing an
election inspector or poll clerk, assign such person as a representative
of one of the two major political parties of the state. The board of
el ections shall assign an election inspector or poll clerk who is a duly
enrolled menber of either major political party as a representative of
the party in which they are enrolled. If the board of elections appoints
as an election inspector or poll clerk a person who is a duly enrolled
nenber of any other political party of the state, or who is not enrolled
in any party, the board of elections shall pernmit such person to elect
which of the two major parties they shall represent.

7. The board of elections nmay enploy election inspectors to work split
shifts wth adjusted conpensation, provided, however, that at |east one
i nspector [#~en| representing each of the two major political parties is
present at the poll site for the entire tinme that the polls are open.
Each county board of el ections shall prescribe the necessary rules and
procedures to ensure proper poll site operation.

8§ 2. Subdivisions 2 and 4 of section 3-401 of the election law, as
added by chapter 90 of the laws of 1991, are amended to read as foll ows:

2. Al election coordinators shall be trained in the manner prescribed
by this article for election inspectors and poll clerks. Election coor-

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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dlnators shaII be app0|nted by the board of electlons [Ihe——appe#n%nan

peL#L+eaL—pa#L+es—] The board of electlons shaII. upon appointing an

election coordinator, assign such person as a representative of one of
the two major political parties of the state. The board of elections

shall assign an election coordinator who is a duly enrolled nenber of
either major political party as a representative of the party in which
they are enrolled. If the board of elections appoints as an el ection

coordinator a person who is a duly enrolled nmenber of any other poli-
tical party of the state, or who is not enrolled in any party, the board
of elections shall pernmt such person to elect which of the two major
parties they shall represent.

4. Any county board of el ections appointing election coordinators and
inthe city of New York, the board of elections of the city of New York
shall prepare a report detailing assignments and duties to be del egat ed
to election coordinators, including the enrollnent status of each
appointee and the party to which each appointee is assigned to
represent. Said report shall be filed with the state board of el ections
no later than one nonth prior to the election at which election coordi-
nators are to be assigned.

8 3. Subdivision 1 of section 3-402 of the election law is anended to
read as foll ows:

1. Election inspectors, in performng their duties, shall act as a
board and a mpjority vote thereof shall be required to decide all ques-
tions. If, however, any inspector or inspectors shall be tenporarily

absent for a portion of the nmeeting, the inspectors present shall have
and may exercise any power or performany duty conferred or inposed upon
a board of inspectors, provided that they are not all [sesbers]
appointed as representatives of the sane political party.

8 4. Subdivisions 2, 5 and 7 of section 3-404 of the el ection | aw,
subdi vision 5 as anended by chapter 263 of the laws of 1991 and subdi vi -
sion 7 as anmended by chapter 234 of the laws of 1976, are anended to
read as foll ows:

2. Each political party [entitledto+epresentation—-ohr—any—board—of
elections] of the state nmay, not later than the first day of May in each
year, file with the appropriate board of elections, an original list of
persons recomended to serve. Suppl enental |ists may be filed at the
same tinme and at any tinme before the designation is made and certified
or when a vacancy exists. Al designations shall be rmade first from
those naned in the original list filed if those designated are found
qualifi ed.

5. If a political party shall fail to submt a list or the Iist shal
be exhausted, the board of elections shall request fromthe appropriate
political party an original or supplenental list. If after ten days no
list is filed by that party, the board of elections may appoint quali-
fied persons|[—enolledrerbers—otthe politicalparty—indefanlt+-] to
act as election inspectors, poll clerks or election coordinators. The
board of elections shall assign such persons to represent the interests
of the major political parties in the manner prescribed in section 3-400
or 3-401 of this title.

7. Election officers shall be appointed fromthe lists submtted, by
those nenbers of the board who represent the political party which
submitted such lists. If such list is not furnished, the nmenbers of the
board who represent the political party in default, shall designate the
persons to be appointed as election officers. A nenber of a board of
election who represents a political party in default nmay designate a
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nenber of another political party or an unenrolled person to represent
the defaulting party's interests, provided that such appointee has
elected to represent such party pursuant to section 3-400 or 3-401 of
this title.

8 5. Subdivision 1 of section 3-406 of the election law is anended to
read as foll ows:

1. Each board of elections shall establish a list of persons duly
qualified to serve as election inspectors, which list shall be known as
the "Additional Inspector List", in such nunber of persons as the board

shal |l determ ne. Such a list shall be equally divided between desi gnated
representatives of the major political parties. Appointnments under this
section shall be made in the nmanner provided for the appointnent of
regul ar election inspectors and for a like term

8 6. Subdivisions 1, 2, 3 and 4 of section 3-418 of the election |aw,
subdi vision 4 as anended by chapter 373 of the laws of 1978, are anended
to read as follows:

1. If, at the time of a neeting of the inspectors, there shall be a
vacancy, or if any inspector shall be absent, the inspector present who
i s [the—desighree] a designated representative of the same party as the

absent inspector shall appoint a qualified voter of the sane city or
town to act in place of the absent inspector. |If, however, any inspec-
tors shall be tenporarily absent for a portion of the neeting, the

i nspectors present, provided that they are not all [#esbers] designated
representatives of the sanme political party, shall have and may exercise
any power or perform any duty conferred or inposed upon a board of
i nspectors.

2. If at the tinme of any such nmeeting two inspectors who are [#Aerbers]
designated representatives of the sanme party shall be absent, or their

pl aces shall be vacant, the poll clerk or poll clerks present, if any,
[ef] designated to represent the same party shall act as inspectors and
shall appoint qualified voters of the sane city or town who are nenbers

of the sane party [as] to which the absent inspectors were appointed to
represent, to act in place of such clerks.

3. If at the time of any such nmeeting two inspectors and the pol
clerk or clerks, if any, who are [mensbers] representatives of the sane
party shall be absent, or their places shall be vacant, the inspector or
i nspectors present, or in their absence the poll clerk or clerks pres-
ent, if any, shall appoint qualified voters of the same <city or town,
who are nmenbers of the same party [as] to which such absent inspectors
were appointed to represent, to act as such inspectors and clerks, until
the inspectors or clerks duly appointed by the original appointing
authority, shall appear.

4. If at the tinme of any such neeting, there shall be a vacancy in the
office of poll clerk, or if a poll clerk shall be absent, the inspectors
who are [desigrees] representatives of the sane party, or in their
absence, any poll clerk [ef] appointed to represent the sane party who
is present, shall appoint a qualified voter of the sane city or town who
is a nenber of the same party, to act in place of the absent poll clerk

8 7. This act shall take effect on the thirtieth day after it shal
have becone a | aw.




