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STATE OF NEW YORK

7280

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

May 19, 2023

Introduced by Sens. PARKER, CLEARE -- read tw ce and ordered printed,
and when printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Mental Health

AN ACT to anend the nmental hygiene law, in relation to establishing a
peer support services programfor transgender and non-binary individ-
ual s

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The nental hygiene law is anmended by addi ng a new section
7.51 to read as fol |l ows:

8§ 7.51 Transgender peer support program

(a) The commi ssioner shall devel op and establish regional or county-
based peer support services prograns for transgender and non-binhary
i ndi vi dual s. Services provided by the peer support program shal
include, but not be limted to, peer counseling for nental illness
including alcohol and substance abuse counseling, fanily support
services, donestic violence, nental health and physical health.

(b) The conmi ssioner shall foster prograns for the training and devel -
opnent of persons capable of providing the services set forth in this
section, including, but not limted to, a process of issuing, either
directly or through contract, credentials for recognized or certified
peer counsel ors.

(c) The office shall establish mninumaqualifications for recognized
or certified peer counselors in all phases of delivery of services to
transgender and non-binary individuals who are evaluated and certified
or recognized by the office on factors including., but not limted to,
conpletion of approved courses of study or equivalent on-the-job experi-
ence in nental health counseling, alcoholismand substance abuse coun-
seling or other credentials established or recognized by the office.

(d) The office shall establish procedures for issuing, directly or
through contract, credentials to certified peer counselors who neet
mninmum qualifications, and shall further establish procedures to

suspend, revoke or annul such credentials for good cause.
8§ 2. This act shall take effect inmmediately.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old law to be onitted.
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