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STATE OF NEW YORK

7259--A

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

May 19, 2023

Introduced by Sen. PERSAUD -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Social Services -- conmit-
tee discharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anended and recom
mtted to said conmittee

AN ACT establishing a fiscal cliff task force to conduct a study on
fiscal cliffs in the state's public assistance programs and to nake
recommendations related thereto; and providing for the repeal of such
provi si on upon expiration thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. (a) There is hereby established a fiscal cliff task force
to study fiscal cliffs in the state's public assistance progranms and
make recomendations on how to reduce and elimnate such fiscal cliffs.
For the purposes of this section, the term"fiscal cliff" shall nean a
sudden decrease in public benefits that can occur with a small increase
i n earnings.

(b) (i) The task force shall consist of nineteen nenbers, each to
serve for a term ending Decenmber 31, 2025. Such nenbers shall be
appointed as follows: two nenbers shall be appointed by the tenporary
president of the senate; one nenber shall be appointed by the mnority
| eader of the senate; two nenbers shall be appointed by the speaker of
the assenbly; one nenber shall be appointed by the mnority |eader of
the assenbly; five nenbers shall be appointed by the governor; three
|l ocal social services district comm ssioners or their designees having
rel evant experience in adm nistering public benefits shall be appointed
by the governor, of which one district shall have five mllion or nore
i nhabi tants; the conmm ssioner of the office of tenporary and disability
assi stance or his or her designee; the comm ssioner of health or his or
her desi gnee; the conmm ssioner of taxation and finance or his or her
designee; the conmissioner of the departnent of I[abor or his or her
desi gnee; the conmissioner of the office of children and famly services
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or his or her designee. Appointments shall be made within sixty days of
the effective date of this section. Vacancies in the task force shall be
filled in the manner provided for original appointnents.

(ii) Al appointnents shall be coordinated to ensure geographic repre-
sentation fromthe entire state.

(iii) The task force shall elect a chair, vice-chair, and other neces-
sary officers fromanong all appointed nenbers

(iv) A mjority of the menbers of the task force then in office shal
constitute a quorumfor the transaction of business or the exercise of
any power or function of the task force. An act, determ nation or deci-
sion of the majority of the nmenmbers present during the presence of a

quorum shall be held to be the act, deternination, or decision of the
task force.
(v) The task force shall neet at |east quarterly at the call of the

chair. Meetings may be held via tel econference. Special neetings may be
called by the chair at the request of a majority of the nmenbers of the
task force.

(vi) Menbers of the task force shall receive no conpensation for their
services but shall be reinbursed for their actual expenses incurred in
the performance of their duties in the work of the task force.

(c) The task force shall

(i) conduct a study on the fiscal cliffs in the state. Such study
shall include, but not be |[imted to: public assistance prograns; the
suppl enental nutrition assistance program (SNAP); the hone energy
assi stance program (HEAP); housing assistance; the child care tax credit
and other tax credits; the school tax relief program (STAR) and ot her
real property tax credits and reductions; Medicaid; NY state of health,
the official health plan marketplace; child care subsidies tied to
i ncone; cash benefits; effective tax rates; and any other program or
service provided by the state or any political subdivision thereof which
is tied to inconeg;

(ii) study the causes and reasons why fiscal cliffs occur to individ-
uals on public benefits, including but not limted to, the inpact of
current public assistance prograns nonetary allotments, asset tests,
asset limts, and incone disregards, as well as how mnimm wage and
ot her earnings may inpact those receiving public benefits; and

(iii) recomrend ways to reduce and/or elimnate fiscal cliffs includ-
ing, but not limted to, recomendi ng program and policy nodifications,
amendnents to the law, including but not linmted to possible changes in
cal cul ating and payi ng the earned incone tax credit or other tax cred-
its, changes to the New York codes, rules and regulations, and any ot her
reconmendati on the task force deens appropriate.

(d) The task force may, as it deens appropriate, request that studies,
surveys, or analyses relating to the task force's powers and duties be
perfornmed by any state departnent, conm ssion, agency or public authori-
ty. All state departnents, comm ssions, agencies or public authorities

shall provide information and advice in a tinmely nmanner and ot herw se
assist the task force with its work.
(e) The office of tenporary and disability assistance shall provide

staff services to the task force and such other adm nistrative assist-
ance as nmay be necessary for the task force to carry out its duties,
functions and powers.

(f) The task force shall nmake a prelimnary report to the governor and
the legislature of its findings, conclusions, reconmendations and activ-
ities already undertaken by the task force, not later than January 1,
2025, and a final report of its findings, conclusions, recomendations
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and activities already undertaken by the task force, not later than
Septenber 1, 2025 and shall submit wth its reports legislative
proposals as it deens necessary to inplenent its reconmendati ons.

8 2. This act shall take effect inmmediately and shall expire three
years after it shall have becone a |aw when wupon such date the
provi sions of this act shall be deenmed repeal ed.



