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STATE OF NEW YORK

7233--B

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

May 18, 2023

Introduced by Sens. MAYER, JACKSON -- read twi ce and ordered printed,
and when printed to be conmitted to the Conmmittee on Education --
reconmmitted to the Commttee on Education in accordance with Senate
Rule 6, sec. 8 -- conmttee discharged, bill anmended, ordered
reprinted as anended and reconmitted to said committee -- reported
favorably fromsaid comittee and comitted to the Comittee on
Finance -- conmmittee discharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as
anmended and recommitted to said conmttee

AN ACT to anmend the education law, in relation to enpowering the comm s-
sioner of education to declare a disaster has substantially inpacted a
school board or school budget election and to all ow school boards to
set an additional day for voting

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The education law is anmended by addi ng a new section 2022-a
to read as foll ows:

8§ 2022-a. Disaster; additional day for voting. 1. Upon request of a
school district, or upon the determnation of the conm ssioner, the
comm ssioner may provide for an additional day of voting for the annua
neeting and election if they deternine that |Iess than eight percent of
qualified voters voted as a direct consequence of a disaster. For the
purposes of this section, "disaster" shall include events such as a
fire, earthquake, tornado, explosion, power failure, act of sabotage,
eneny attack or other event that results in substantial danage to prop-
erty or the possible or actual loss of life. The procedures applicable
to a school's annual neeting and election shall thereafter be foll owed
as far as applicable and practicable.

2. Such additional day of voting shall be held between seven and four-
teen days after the original annual neeting and el ection, provided that
when the conmissioner deternines it would not be feasible to hold the
additional day of voting within fourteen days., they may authorize the
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district to schedule such additional day of voting as soon as may be
feasible; provided, further, that where a disaster occurs on the date of

a school budget revote pursuant to either section two thousand twenty-
three-a or two thousand seven of this part, the district shall hold an
additional day of voting no sooner than five days after the school budg-
et revote, but no later than the last day of the nonth of June. The
board of education shall determne the hours during which the polls
shall remmin open on such additional day for voting; provided, however,
that in any event the polls shall remain open for not I ess than el even
hours.

3. The conmi ssioner shall notify the board of education and county
board of elections of such date. The clerk of the school district shal
publish notice of the date of the additional day of voting not less than
twice in each week preceding the date for the additional day for voting
in two newspapers having general circulation within such district if
there are two, or in one newspaper if there is only one and notify al
qualified voters by mail. Such notice shall also direct attention to any
change of polling places, the original notice of disaster determ nation
fromthe comm ssioner, and contain such other and additional information
as in the judgnent of the board of education shall be necessary and
proper. The notice of the date of the additional day of voting shall be
nade avail able on the school district's website, if one exists.

4. Oficial ballots shall be provided at public expense at each poll-
ing place for such additional day of voting. In any election district in
which voting machines were used upon the original day of voting, they
shall be used for the additional day for voting. The original seal on
such machines shall not be renpved nor shall the nachines be unl ocked
until the opening of the polls on the additional day for voting and the
board of elections shall provide an additional seal to be used as soon
as the polls are closed on such day. County boards of elections which
have provided voting nmachines to school districts for original days of
voting shall continue to provide such voting machines until the addi-
tional day of voting is conplete.

5. Only those persons qualified to vote upon the original date of the
school district's annual neeting and election who did not vote on such
date shall be entitled to vote on the additional day for voting. Voting
on the additional day provided for in this section shall be acconplished
solely by physically appearing at the polling place, and nothing
contained in this section shall be construed to extend the tine set by
law for casting or canvassing an absentee, mlitary, or special ballot;
provided, however, that nothing contained herein shall be deened to
invalidate any absentee, nmilitary, or special ballot duly received on
the original date of the annual neeting and el ection.

§ 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2025.




