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STATE OF NEW YORK

7050

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

May 17, 2023

I ntroduced by Sens. SKOUFI'S, STAVISKY -- read twi ce and ordered printed,
and when printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Local Government

AN ACT to amend the general rmunicipal |aw and the public buildings Iaw,
inrelation to prohibiting nunicipal officers or enployees from
di splaying political advertisenments on or within public buildings and
various other |ocations

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The general municipal law is amended by adding a new
section 99-z to read as foll ows:

8 99-z. Municipal officers or enployees prohibited from displaying
political advertisenents on public property. 1. For purposes of this
section, the following terns shall have the follow ng nmeani ngs:

(a) "Municipal officer or enployee" shall have the sane neaning as
defined pursuant to section eight hundred of this chapter, except that
it shall also include nmenbers of any volunteer fire departnent which is
part of such nmunicipality.

(b) "Political advertisenent"” shall nean any poster., sign, flag.
banner, picture, sticker, patch, bunper sticker, article of clothing,
accessory or any other item neant to advertise or pronpte a certain
individual for political office.

2. A nmunicipal officer or enployee, whether paid or unpaid, shall be
prohibited from displaying or causing to be displayed any politica
advertisenent on or within any public building occupied in the discharge
of official duties by an individual enployed or holding office in the
governnment of such nunicipality, or on any public flag pole, nmonunent,
sign or any other permanent structure that such nunicipal officer or
enpl oyee interacts with as part of their official capacity, or on any
uniform accessory or other gear worn or used by a nunicipal officer or
enpl oyee as part of their official capacity, as well as on or within any
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nmuni ci pally owned vehicle, vehicle owned by a volunteer fire conpany, or
any equi pnent owned by a nunicipality or fire departnent.

3. This section shall not apply when such a political advertisenent
appears in a book, digital nmedium nuseum or otherw se serves an educa-
tional or historical purpose, or in instances where the certain individ-
ual who is the subject of such political advertisenent is deceased

§ 2. The public buildings law is anended by adding a new section 147
to read as foll ows:

8 147. Municipal officers or enployees prohibited fromdisplaying
political advertisenents on public property. 1. For purposes of this
section, the following terns shall have the foll owi ng neani ngs:

(a) "Minicipal officer or enployee" shall have the sane neani ng as
defined pursuant to section eight hundred of the general nmunicipal |aw
except that it shall also include nenbers of any volunteer fire depart-
nent which is part of such nunicipality.

(b) "Political advertisenent" shall nean any poster, sign, flaag,
banner, picture, sticker, patch, bunper sticker, article of clothing,
accessory or any other itemneant to advertise or pronpbte a certain
individual for political office.

2. A municipal officer or enployee, whether paid or unpaid, shall be
prohibited fromdisplaying or causing to be displayed any politica
advertisenent on or within any public building occupied in the discharge
of official duties by an individual enployed or holding office in the
governnent of the nmunicipality by which such officer or enployee is
enpl oyed or any agency or instrunentality thereof. or on any public flag
pole, nonunent, sign or any other permanent structure, as well as any
other |ocation specified pursuant to section ninety-nine-z of the gener-
al municipal law that such municipal officer or enployee interacts wth
as part of their official capacity.

3. This section shall not apply when such a political advertisenent
appears in a book, digital nedium nmuseum or otherw se serves an educa-
tional or historical purpose, or in instances where the certain individ-

ual who is the subject of such political advertisenent is deceased
8§ 3. This act shall take effect inmediately.




