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STATE OF NEW YORK

6537

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

April 26, 2023

I ntroduced by Sen. GOUNARDES -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to | ock-down drills

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 1 of section 807 of the education law, as
anended by section 2 of part B of chapter 54 of the laws of 2016, is
amended to read as foll ows:

1. It shall be the duty of the principal or other person in charge of
every public or private school or educational institution within the
state, other than colleges or universities, to instruct and train the
pupils by neans of drills, so that they may in a sudden energency be
able to respond appropriately in the shortest possible tinme and w thout
confusion or panic. Such drills shall be held at |east [+welwe] nine
times in each school year, [eight] six of which required drills shall be
hel d between Septenber first and Decenber thirty-first of each such
year. Eight of all such drills shall be evacuation drills, four of which
shal |l be through use of the fire escapes on buildings where fire escapes
are provided or through the use of identified secondary neans of egress.
[ FotH——of—all——such] One required [é+s] drill shall be a | ock-down
[etts] drill. Drills shall be conducted at different tinmes of the
school day. Pupils shall be instructed in the procedure to be foll owed
in the event that a fire occurs during the lunch period or assenbly,
provi ded however, that such additional instruction may be waived where a
drill is held during the regular school lunch period or assenbly. Four
additional drills shall be held in each school year during the hours
after sunset and before sunrise in school buildings in which students
are provided with sleeping accommobdations. At least two additional
drills shall be held during sumer school in buildings where sumer
school is conducted, and one of such drills shall be held during the
first week of summer school
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§ 2. Section 807 of the education |law is amended by adding a new
subdi vision 2-a to read as foll ows:

2-a. (a) In inplenmenting the | ock-down drills described in subdivision
one of this section, it shall be the duty of the board of education or

school board or other body having control of the schools in any district

or city to ensure a traunma-inforned approach to the design and execution

of such drills, which shall include
(i) notice to parents and guardi ans of students of when the | ock-down
drill will be held, at |east seven days in advance of such drill;

(ii) the ability for parents or guardians to opt their child or chil-
dren out of such drill;

(iii) accommpdations for students who have post-traunatic stress
disorder., anxiety, a physical disability, or other relevant nedical
condition., which shall include the rendering of nental health counseling
for such students; and

(iv) an age-appropriate explanation to the students of the schoo
where the lock-down drill is being held of such drill, including a thor-
ough description of the drill and howit relates to the school's build-
ing-level energency response plan prescribed in section twenty-eight
hundred one-a of this chapter.

(b) Al boards of education or school boards or other bodies having
control of the schools in any district or city shall design and conduct
a conprehensive training for teachers, adnmnistrators, and all other
school personnel participating in |lock-down drills, which shall include:

(i) howto respond to students' physical, enotional, social, and
devel opnmental needs during and after such drills, including particul ar
gui dance for students with disabilities;

(ii) guidance on how to conduct such drills in a variety of class-

roons, including those with physical limtations such as wi ndowed walls;
(iii) what information should be comunicated to students before,
during, and after such drill; and

(iv) any other information that the board or body sees fit to include.
All teachers, admnistrators, and school personnel subject to a |ock-
down drill shall be notified of such drill in advance of such drill
occurring and shall be notified of such drill's expected |length of tine.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect on the first of July next succeeding
the date wupon which it shall have becone a |aw. Effective i mediately,
the addition, anmendnent and/or repeal of any rule or regulation neces-
sary for the inplementation of this act on its effective date are
aut hori zed to be made and conpl eted on or before such effective date.




