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STATE OF NEW YORK

6357

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

April 18, 2023

Introduced by Sen. MANNION -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Children and Families

AN ACT to anmend the social services law, in relation to allowing for
child protective services workers to conplete certain required train-
i ng through distance | earning nethods

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Paragraph (b) of subdivision 5 of section 421 of the social
services |aw, as anmended by chapter 525 of the |aws of 2006, is anended
to read as follows:

(b) promulgate regulations setting forth training requirenents which
shall specify, among other things, that all persons hired by a child
protective service on or after April first, nineteen hundred eighty-six
shall have satisfactorily conpleted a course approved by the departnent
within the first three nonths of enploynent, in the fundanentals of
child protection,_ provided, however, that on or after April first, two
thousand twenty-four, such course may be satisfactorily conpleted
t hrough di stance | earning nethods which evince that all participants are
in attendance for the duration of the course and are able to ask ques-

tions of the instructor, excluding the annual in sService training
requi renent. Such course shall include at |east basic training in the
principles and techniques of investigations, including relationships

with other investigative bodies, legal issues in child protection, and
met hods of renediation, diagnosis, treatnment and prevention. Such regu-
lations shall also specify that all persons enployed by a child protec-
tive service on or after December first, two thousand six shall satis-
factorily conmplete six hours of annual in service training, beginning in
their second year of enploynment. Such annual in service training shal

include, but is not limted to, review of the protocols for identifica-
tion and investigation of child abuse and maltreatnment, any devel opnents
in legal, treatnment and prevention issues in child protection, and
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review and analysis of field experiences of <child protective services
wor ker s.

8 2. Subdivision 1 of section 423 of the social services lawis
anended by addi ng a new paragraph (f) to read as foll ows:

(f) every local departnent of social services may prepare and subnit
to the commssioner, including the determination nentioned herein. a
request to fulfill the training requirenents, as specified by paragraph
(b) of subdivision five of section four hundred twenty-one of this
title, through distance |learning nethods, wupon a determination by a
|l ocal departnent of social services that the use of such distance | earn-
ing nethods shall be beneficial to the perfornance of those functions
assigned by this title to the child protective service, provided, howev-
er, that such distance |earning nethods shall not be used for the annua
in service training requirenent.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect inmmediately.




